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Abstract

This thesis presents experimental progress towards constraining cosmology with
21cm radio observations. In particular, dark energy can be constrained by map-
ping out the cosmic web on large scales (> 10 Mpc) to see the evolution of the
baryon acoustic oscillation (BAO) scale. 21cm Hydrogen has been detected at
redshift 0.8 in cross-correlation using the Green Bank Telescope. The Pittsburgh
Cylinder Prototype Telescope was built to investigate the use of a modern cylin-
drical paraboloid interferometer as a survey instrument and its first results are
presented.
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Introduction

Understanding dark energy is one of the great drivers of cosmology today. General
relativity brought about a testable model of the Universe. The discovery that the
universe was expanding established a model. The cosmic microwave background
(CMB) measurement of a pristine blackbody at a redshift of 1100 confirmed the
universe started with a hot big bang. These measurements established a standard
model of big bang cosmology with the following components. The universe has
a flat space metric. It is comprised of 4% baryonic matter. 23% is dark matter,
which appears to interact with baryonic matter only via the force of gravity. The
remaining 73% of the universe is comprised of an even more mysterious dark en-
ergy. This repulsive-gravity agent could most simply be a cosmological constant,
though there is no known theoretical cause for such a force at such a weak level.
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1.1 Dark Energy

In order to measure something about the evolution of dark energy, we must start
with a model. The usual parameter used to define dark energy is the equation of

state:
p
w= -2 (1.1)
PA
where P is the pressure and p is the energy density using units with ¢ = 1. In

the cosmological constant model, w = —1 for all z, but other models can have an

evolution of w with z.

In a flat universe, the Hubble parameter, H(z) and the angular diameter

distance, D 4(z) are given by:

H(z) = H, \/ O (14 2)° + Qe T84 (12)
c zZ dz
Daz) = 15 | e (1.3)

A comoving object with observable Az along the line of sight (/) and fea-

tures of size A8 perpendicular to the line of sight, (7, ) are related by:

z+B8z (7 cAz
"= C/Z m ~ H(z) (1.4)
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7. = (1+42)DA(2)A0 = cAO /OZ % (1.5)

Measuring a comoving feature’s angular and radial evolution, Az(z) and

A6(z) will then constrain H(z), Q, and w.

1.1.1 Cosmological Model

See Frieman et al. [27] for an excellent review of the current cosmological model
and the near term prospects for observational progress. An excellent textbook on
the subject is Modern Cosmology by Dodelson [21]. Following the analysis in these

two reference the key equations needed for this thesis are as follows:

On scales larger than 100 Mpc, the Universe is extremely isotropic and ho-

mogeneous. Assuming isotropy leads to the Friedman-Robertson-Walker metric:

dr?

1 — kr?

ds? = dt> — a*(t) ( + r2d6? + r2sin20d<p2) (1.6)

with 1, 8, ¢ as the comoving spatial coordinates, t is time, a is the scale factor,
normalized to 1 today. k is the curvature, with k > 0 corresponding to a closed

universe, k < 0 a open universe, and k = 0 a flat universe.

Applying the FRW metric to Einstein’s field equations gives the Friedman

Equation:



3 " + 3 (1.7)

a

2 (E) _8nGp kA

where p is the total energy density including baryons, radiation, and dark matter.

and:

i 4nG A
—— (e+3p)+ 3

(1.8)

where p is the total pressure. The equation representing adiabatic expan-

sion, the fluid equation, can be derived from the other two:

. a
pt+3-(p+p)=0

(1.9)
The first law of thermodynamics, dE = —pdV is given by:
d(a’p;) = —pida® (1.10)
and
w; = i (1.11)
pi

is the equation of state, where w;, = 0 for matter, wg = % for radiation. If w

is constant, then energy density is:

p; o (1 4 z)31+w) (1.12)
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and in general:

0; o ¢3Jo (1Fwi(z)dIn(1+2") (1.13)

1.2 Baryon Acoustic Oscillations

1.21 CMB

The big bang starts with an initial hot dense state and the universe rapidly expand-
ing and cooling. Once the universe cools to the point Hydrogen atoms form, which
happens at a temperature of about 0.25 eV [21], photons no longer Compton scatter
off electrons, and light becomes decoupled from the matter. This leaves the light
able to free stream to us today. This time is called recombination, and the remnant

photons, greatly redshifted, are called the cosmic microwave background.

Before recombination, density structure left from inflation [31] creates pressure-
density waves which will propagate at the speed of sound, c2 = dp/dp. The speed

of sound is given in the early universe by

NI—=

1 3Pb)_
o= ——(1+2F (1.14)
\/§< 40y

where p;, is the baryon density and p, is the radiation density [42]. The comoving
distance this wave will travel before recombination is:
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tem ¢4 0 Cs
s [ G g [T S g (1.15)
/0 a(t) zemp H(2)

This scale has been measured well via the CMB anisotropies power spec-
trum, and is given by s = 147 £ 2Mpc. In Komatsu et al. [39] what is measured
is the location of the peak multipole moment in the angular power spectrum,
l4 = 302.09 +0.76 and z, = 1091.3 4 0.91 with z, the redshift of recombination

and

tD 4 (zy)

Ia = (1 +Z*) S(Z*)

(1.16)

which using standard ACDM cosmology gives a measurement of the sound
horizon scale s = 147 Mpc.
This scale is strongly shown as the period of the oscillation in the CMB

power spectrum, which is shown in figure 1.1

1.2.2 Standard Ruler

The sound horizon scale that left an imprint in the cosmic microwave background
also left an imprint in the baryon density. Since the dark matter was not affected,
the signature is smaller. However there is enhanced clustering of matter at 147
Mpc comoving scales. This leads to a peak in the correlation function and a set
of oscillations in the power spectrum which are known as Baryon Acoustic Os-
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Figure 1.1: CMB power spectrum. Reproduced from [39].



cillations (BAO). The theoretical framework for the anisotropies in the CMB and
BAO was first developed by Sunyaev and Zeldovich [65] and Peebles and Yu [51]
in 1970, Bond and Efstathiou [10],Bond and Efstathiou [11], and Holtzman [34] in
the 1980’s. The framework was further developed by Hu and Sugiyama [36] and
Eisenstein and Hu [22]. The first proposal that BAO could be used to constrain
cosmology was by Eisenstein et al. [23]. More detailed projections for the use of
galaxy redshift surveys to measure BAO and constrain cosmological models were
established by Seo and Eisenstein [62], Blake and Glazebrook [9], Hu and Haiman
[35], Glazebrook and Blake [30], andAmendola et al. [3] although this list is not

meant to be exhaustive.

1.2.3 Previous Measurements

The very first marginal BAO detections were done by Percival et al. [52] in the
power spectrum of the 2dF survey, and by Miller et al. [48] combining independent
smaller surveys. Tegmark et al. [69] independently analyzed the 2dF 100k data set
and were not able to detect the BAO with their errors. The first strong detection of
BAO was done by [24] using the SDSS LRG sample, and the correlation function
reproduced from that paper is in figure A weaker detection was by [17] in
the 2dF power spectrum, and the Sloan data was combined with the 2dF data to
get stronger constraints [53]. The best BAO measurement yet is with more recent
Sloan data release 7 [54]. Most results to date do not measure radial and angular
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directions independently. Instead they measure a total effective volume element

with side length:

Dy = ((1 +2)2D% HC(Z)> (1.17)

These measurements cannot measure H(z) independently from D,. Recent at-
tempts by Gaztanaga et al. [29] make a BAO detection using only the line of sight
direction in the SDSS data release 7 data. From this Gaztanaga et al. [29] are able

to make measurements of the Hubble parameter, H(z) at two redshifts.

OIO4 T T T T T T T T T T T T

0.03 -

0.3

£(s)

0.1F

0.04

0.02

0.00

—0.02 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 1 | 1
50 100 150

Comoving Separation (h~! Mpc)

Figure 1.2: Detection of the BAO peak in the SDSS LRG sample. The models are
O, h? = 0.12 (green line), 0.13 (red line), and 0.14 (blue line), all with O, h? = 0.024
and n = 0.98 [24]



1.2.4 Current Constraints on Dark Energy

The current cosmological parameters for the standard ACDM cosmology with
) = 0 are listed in table These parameters come from combining the mea-
surement of Hy by Riess et al. [57] and the BAO measurement of r;/Dy(z) from
the SDSS data release 7 [54]. Using the same the same combination the constraint
the dark energy equation of state is w = —1.10 £ 0.14[39]. Including the high
redshift type Ia supernovae data from Hicken et al. [32] changes the estimate to
w = —0.98 + 0.053[39]]. Letting the dark energy equation of state vary, parameter-
ized as w(a) = wy + w,(1 — a), the current best constraints are wy = —0.93 + 0.12
and w, = —0.38f8:2§[39] using WMAP, Hp, BAO, SN, and also adding constrains

from gravitational lensing by Suyu et al. [66].

1.2.5 21cm Intensity Mapping BAO experiment

The 21cm hydrogen line can be used to create a galaxy redshift survey out to high
redshifts and measure the BAO scale. This was proposed by Abdalla and Rawlings
[1] as a major SKA science goal. Such a survey’s constraints on dark energy are
presented in Glazebrook and Blake [30] and more recently in [2].

The intensity mapping technique takes a step further and directly maps
the three dimensional specific intensity of the 21 cm line, in voxels of size 5-10
h~! Mpc. Intensity mapping is about 100 times as efficient as the traditional red-
shift survey, in which galaxies are individually detected, redshifts measured, then
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Table 1.1: Current ACDM cosmology measured and derived parameters. Repro-
duced from [37]

. These are derived combining the

Symbol | Description | WMAP +BAO + H)
to Age of Universe 13.75 £ 0.11 Gyr
Hj Hubble constant 70.4ﬂ:2 km s~! Mpc~!
Oy Baryon density 0.0456 £ 0.0016
Q¢ Dark matter density 0.227 +0.014
Qp Dark energy density 0.728J_r8:8%2

A% Curvature fluctuation amplitude, kg = 0.002 Mpc~! (2.441f8:8§§) x 1077
o Fluctuation amplitude at 81! Mpc 0.809 £ 0.024

Ns Scalar spectral index 0.963 +0.012

Zeg Redshift of matter-radiation equality 3232 £ 87
da(zeq) Angular diameter distance to ze, 14238,,6% Mpc

Zy Redshift of decoupling 1090.8910-65

ts Age of universe at decoupling 377730:“;%8(5) yr
da(z«) Angular diameter distance to decoupling 14073173 Mpc
rs(z«) Sound horizon at decoupling 146.2 + 1.1 Mpc
Ia(zs) Acoustic scale at decoupling 302.4+0.73

T Reionization optical depth 0.087 +0.014
Zyeionization Redshift of step reionization 104+1.2
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Figure 1.3: Current constraints on a varying dark energy equation of state. Con-
stant with cosmological constant. figure from Komatsu et al. [39]
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the galaxy positions are used as a tracer of large scale structure. This is a new
technique, recently proposed and experimentally verified (See Peterson et al. [55],
Chang et al. [13], Masui et al. [47], and Chang et al. [14], Wyithe [71], Wyithe and
Loeb [72] ). By measuring the radial and angular size of this BAO scale at each
redshift we can probe the expansion history during the time period when dark
energy began to dominate the attractive gravitational interactions on the largest
scales. The constraints of a future intensity mapping survey in 21cm are compared
to other surveys in Chang et al. [13] and Ansari et al. [5]. The dark energy equation
of state constraints parameterized as w(z) = wy + w,17; reproduced from Ansari
et al. [5] is shown in figure Bagla et al. [6] simulate the 21cm signal and project

what could be observed using the Giant Metrewave Radio Telescope (GMRT)

-1.0—

R I R 0
14 212 1 038 0.6

Figure 1.4: Projected constraints on a varying dark energy equation of state. Figure
from Ansari et al. [5]

Thttp://gnrt.ncra.tifr.res.in/
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1.3 21 cm Hydrogen Line

There have been a number of excellent reviews on the 21 ¢m line and its use in
cosmology. Recent reviews concentrating on the 21cm line are Morales and Wyithe
[50], Furlanetto et al. [28], Fan et al. [26],and Barkana and Loeb [7], which all go
into great detail. In particular Morales and Wyithe [50] discusses both the epoch

of reionization and intensity mapping afterward.

1.3.1 21 cm Emission

The Hydrogen hyperfine splitting of the ground state has a rest frequency vy =
1420.40575MHz. Due to the expansion of the universe, neutral hydrogen at a red-
shift z will be observed at a corresponding frequency v = v/ (1 + z). The apparent
brightness temperature observed will be T, (v) = Ty(vo)/ (1 + 2z)

The radiative transfer equation can be written as:

dP = emission — absorption (1.18)
dldAdQ) = JdAdsdQ) — KIdAdQds (1.19)

where I is the specific intensity, dA is the unit area perpendicular to the
direction of travel, ds is the element of distance along the line of travel, and d()
is a unit of solid angle. | is the emissivity of the medium and K is the extinction
coefficient.

14



This leads to a brightness temperature in the Rayleigh-Jeans limit:

Ty(v) =Ts(1—e ™) + Tpg(v)e ™ (1.20)

where Ts is called the spin temperature of the atomic hydrogen gas cloud,
Ty is the optical depth, and Tpc is the brightness of the background behind the

cloud.

The spin temperature T is defined as the effective temperature which gives
the number population between the two spin states 1 and 2 possible, where state
one has total atomic angular momentum of 0, and state 2 has a total angular mo-
mentum of 1. Ts is defined by the equation:

E
n2 — &2 71‘32715

1.21
no o (1.21)

where g, = 3 is the degeneracy of the excited state and g1 = 1 is the degen-

eracy of the ground state.

The optical depth is defined as

T, = /de = /(712(1 - e_"%s)qb(v)nl (1.22)

with
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o 3C2A21
2= g2

(1.23)

and Ay = 2.85 x 1071571 is the spontaneous emmission coefficient, ¢(v)

is the line shape, and n; is the density.

this leads to an optical depth:

. 3 hC3A12 XHINH
- 32 kBTsl/(z) (1 + Z)(dUH /dTH)

Ty, (1.24)

where (dv| /dr|) ~ H(z)/(1 + z) is the gradient of the proper velocity along the
line of site, xy; is the neutral fraction and ng = (1 + z)3np o the density of hydro-

gen.

The 21cm brightness relative to Tcpp is then

_ Ts —Tcms (2)

T
B 14z

(1—e ™) (1.25)

and can be parameterized, assuming 7, << 1 and Ts >> Tcpp as

NI—

T, = 0.3 (HZ)% (1+4) (Qm - (HZ)_mA)_

Qpy
25 0.29 < ) mK (1.26)
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with T, = T}, + AT, is the brightness temperature, § is the normalized HI
density pr/pn, and Qpy is the neutral hydrogen density over the critical density.
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1.4 Outline

In order to make a significant contribution to dark energy constraints a single dish
telescope is not enough. However, existing telescopes can be used to develop tech-
niques for intensity mapping, and are availabe to use right now. We use the Green
Bank Telescope (GBT) to make first the first detections of HI at a redshift of ~0.8,
as described in Chapter

To make a detection with high precision, approximately 500 channels are
necessary, see Ansari et al. [4]. In order to do this we will need a dedicated instru-
ment. Peterson et al. [56] propose cylinders as a possible low cost option, but a
cylinder design may have calibration advantages to make it the best regardless of
cost. An array of dishes might be an excellent option as well. Chapter 2| explores
a prototype cylinder telescope option. Chapter 3| discusses imaging with the pro-
totype cylinder. Chapter {4f describes the collapse and rebuilding of the cylinder.

Chapter |6 discusses ongoing projects to observe the universe with 21cm intensity

mapping.
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Pittsburgh Cylinder Prototype

Telescope Design and Characteristics

2.1 Design

There is a revolution going on in radio astronomy. The early telescopes were sin-
gle dish designs. Karl Janksy made the first astronomical radio observations in
1931, detecting a radio hiss from the Milky Way galaxy. Grote Reber made the first
dish for astronomical observations in 1937 in Illinois. World War II and the de-
velopment of radar had technology development that crossed-over well into radio
astronomy. The first interferometric measurements were made by Ryle in 1946[60].
In the 50’s and 60’s the parabolic cylinder style of antenna design became popular.
The Mills Cross[12], Illinois 400£t[68], Cambridge 4C Mullard[59], Northern Cross,
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and Ooty[67] Telescopes were all built in that time period. Ooty is still being used
and the Mills Cross was upgraded to MOST[49]. However in general cylinders
have lost favor. Cooled amplifiers are quiet but expensive. Cryogenic low noise
amplifiers favored a large collecting area with low loss before the amplifier as sup-
plied by dishes and difficult to achieve with cylinders. The line feed of a cylinder
requires many amplifiers, which becomes prohibitively expensive with a cryogenic

system.

Cylinders were initially built to conduct surveys. However, traditionally
the feed elements were analog-summed and phase-shifted using adjustable cable
lengths and feed rotations to steer the beam. This lead to an unreliable beam which
was adjusted by hand for each observation. Returning to the same calibration state

was difficult.

Development of room temperature amplifiers for satellite television, and
exponential growth of computational power have brought along technologies that
make cylinders an attractive technology again. It is possible to integrate an un-
cooled amplifier with 5K noise temperature into the feed system. It is also possible

to sample every single feed element, and adjust phases and amplitudes digitally.

The key program of this thesis is to construct a prototype cylinder telescope
that can detect neutral hydrogen from the Milky Way galaxy on large scales. The
prototype is used to help determine whether a cylinder telescope designed with
today’s technology can be calibrated to achieve the dynamic range and stability in

20



order to detect Baryon Acoustic Oscillations in the 21-cm intensity field.

A single dish can only point at a single place in the sky at a time. Advances
in focal plane arrays with many feeds have allowed single dishes to look at 7-
15 pixels on the sky at once. Such multi-beam arrays are in place at Parkes [64],
Arecibo [8], and Green Bank [40]. Off axis distortion limits the focal plane size
of most single dish telescopes to tens of beams. In contrast a cylinder can have
hundreds or thousands of receivers and beams. Thus a cylinder can conduct a
survey of the sky more quickly, since it collects radiation from an entire strip of
sky at once. .

A fixed design parabolic cylindrical drift scan telescope was chosen. Given
that we want an all-sky survey, steering ability only adds to the cost. The cylinders
are oriented along the north-south direction. The feeds are all placed along the
parabolic cylinder focal line rather than a single focal point. Using electronic beam-
forming the telescope can be used to form many simultaneous beams along the

north-south meridian.

211 Cylinder

The cylinders are oriented in a north-south direction. They are 10m wide and have
supports 75 feet long. The surface itself is 68 feet long on the East cylinder and 58
feet long on the West cylinder. The East and West cylinders are spaced 25 m from
center to center ( 15m space between them ). See figure
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Figure 2.1: The Pittsburgh cylinders viewed from above looking west. Orange
covering is the instrumented feed-line. Each cylinder is 10m wide, 25m long, and
spaced 25m East-West.
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2.1.1.1 Surface

The surface is a welded and not woven 0.042” diameter steel wire mesh, galva-
nized after welding. The welded construction leads to a much stiffer surface than
a woven mesh. The mesh is made of continuous sheets transverse to the cylinder
axis. The mesh is stiffened by steel 5" by 6”7, 3/16” galvanized steel flat plates,
which we call battens, on top of the mesh. These are bolted to bent mating plates

on the bottom.

The East and West cylinders were constructed with slightly different de-

signs in order to test costs and performance.

On the East cylinder the battens were spaced along the mesh such that the
projection on the ground would be evenly spaced 1m apart in the east-west direc-
tion. Along the mesh, the center to first separation is 39”, the first to second is 43",

the second to third is 44”, and the third to forth is 53”.

On the East cylinder the battens are attached to the mesh by 53/8” carriage
bolts, with the bolts on each end overlapping with the adjacent battens. Below,
the bent battens overlap so they stiffen the length, but are able to move a bit for

adjustment.

The West cylinder used steel 2x4 studs as beams 10 feet long. These were
attached with self-drilling screws to the mesh and the flat steel plates on top. Pairs
of 10 foot sections were then also attached together and erected as a unit. The steel
2x4’s turned out to be a bit flimsy, so the bent battens were then screwed on to add
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weight and stiffen the structure. The focal length of the east cylinder is 78” and is

77" for the west cylinder.

2.1.1.2 Support

The foundation consists of concrete footings poured approximately 3ft deep with
rebar crosses and 1/2” j-bolts protruding from the surface. For guying and attach-
ing the surface mesh, concrete dead-men were poured directly into the ground,
with rebar and 3/8” galvanized steel cable loops extending above ground for at-

tachment.

The support columns are custom weldments made by Vegely Welding. The
columns are 12 feet tall schedule 10 (approximately 1/4” thick) 8 inch pipe with
an 18 inch square plate 1/2 inch thick welded to the bottom, and a 12 inch square
1/4” thick square plate welded to the top. The bottom plates have slotted holes to
attach to the J-bolts in the concrete. The top plates have slotted holes to attach to
the trusses. The columns were guyed from the top in 4 directions to the bottom of
the adjacent columns and the dead-men. The columns were raised with 2-3 people.
The column was positioned on the ground at the J-bolts, then one person guided

the bottom into place while the others lifted. See figure

The trusses use heavy duty standard bar joist trusses 25" long. The trusses
have a 6” pipe welded to their top, precision shimmed to be straight and level. The
top of these pipes determines the surface for the mesh to hang from and served as
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Figure 2.2: Putting up the columns. Wagon used to bring columns into place before
raising. Columns were raised with just 2-3 people and no machinery.

25



a reference for measurements.

2.1.1.3 Adjustment

The tops of the trusses at each column were measured using a Total Station retro
reflector based surveying transit. This allowed for adjustment of the position of the
truss height to a few mm accuracy. See figure The cylinder heights were ad-

justed to within 5mm within each cylinder, and the West cylinder is approximately

lcm higher than the East.
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Figure 2.3: Cylinder heights were measured with a Total Station surveying transit.
Plotted is the height vs. North-South position for each of the 4 truss line supports.

The height of the East and West cylinders independently were within 5mm, and
the two cylinders have heights that differed by about 1cm.

The cylinder shape is adjusted with pull-downs attached approximately ev-
ery 5-10 feet along the length of the cylinder. The cylinders were built upon a slag
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material, which was acted like solid, brittle rock when trying to dig. In softer
soil concrete curbs or a drilled or driven anchor in the ground would serve as
attachment points for the pull-downs. Since the slag matrix was so hard below
our cylinders, we attached out pull-downs to steel 4x4’s bolted to the base of the
columns. We also used 3/8” steel cables run underneath each line of battens. The
pull-downs were made from steel cables connecting the battens to the 3/8” steel
cables running underneath. We used adjustable turnbuckles with 3” range on each

pull-down.

2.1.14 Feedline Support

The feed line support structure was made from Rohn 25G tower sections. The sec-
tions were welded together so that no bolt heads would stick out. This allowed for
a rolling Antenna feed support. However, the rolling feed never actually worked
smoothly, and the feed system was attached with u bolts instead. 1” square steel
bar were welded to the tower to have attach points holding up the tower. The
tfeedline was supported using marine grade spectra polyethylene rope which has

very little stretch and a tensile strength to weight ratio larger than steel.

2.1.2 Feed System

The analog feed system integrates four antennas and LNA channels onto one cir-
cuit board. Each channel is connected to a receiver box which amplifies, mixes
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down and filters the signal to a band in the range 50-100MHz. This intermediate
frequency (IF) signal is then carried on coax 100m into the “white house” where
it arrives at a filter box, which then leads into the ADC. See figure 2.4{ for a block

view of the system.

Ant d LNA . .
- O =l o R Functional Diagram for Feed

>L Electronics

|
1405-1430 MHz I

Receiver Board

o
MAR6 MAR6 110 Mhz 50 MHz GALI-84 [ :

1480 MHz LO | 50-80 MHz

Figure 2.4: Block diagram of the feed system. Each box represents a unit. The
antenna, LNA and receiver board are all at the prime focus line of the cylinders.
The final band pass filter is placed immediately before the ADC boards.
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2.1.2.1 Integrated Antenna

For the longitudinal polarization the antenna lies in the plane of the circuit board.
For the transverse polarization small antennas printed on FR-4 were soldered to
the main circuit board. This allowed for the LNA circuit to start right at the an-
tenna, minimizing system temperature. See figure 2.5 for an image of the antenna

and LNA boards.

2.1.2.2 LNA

The need for smaller satellite TV dishes brought about development of very low
noise amplifiers at room temperature. These are high electron mobility transis-
tor(HEMT) devices.

I designed a low noise amplifier (LNA) around the Avago ATF-36077 which
was the lowest noise figure device at the time. Lab tests of the LNA show a 0.3 db
( 21K) noise figure, see figure

It was found that the RFI in Pittsburgh was overloading the LNA. To pre-
vent this, the LNA circuit was then re-designed with a 9 element High-pass filter
at 1200 MHz before the amplifier. These filter elements were also included in opti-
mization of the noise matching of the amplifier to the antenna.

Immediately following the first gain block is a Neosid helical filter. It has a
tunable frequency range approximately 30 MHz wide. A second gain stage follows
the first using a MGA61563. It has a 1 dB noise figure and 20dB of gain, see figure
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Figure 2.5: View of the antenna circuit board used. Transverse and longitudinal
polarizations are interleaved, offset by 0.35A. The longitudinal antennas are built
into the circuit board. The transverse antennas are soldered to the board. The first
LNA is covered by the brass shields. The space between the shields and the filter
is for attachment of the ground plane. The RF is filtered by a Neosid Helical filter
to a 30MHz passband and then amplified by a second LNA before coming out the
F connector.
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The entire circuit was simulated using Agilent’s Advanced Design System
(ADS). The schematic is shown in figure[2.8} and the simulated results are shown in
figure[2.9] The simulated gain of the system is 32 dB, and the simulated noise figure
is 1 dB. For some tests we used aircoil inductors which lowered the noise figure to
0.75dB. The LNA was unconditionally stable in simulation. The simulation has the
Neosid helical filter set at 1425MHz center. In actuality the filter is continuously
tunable, and was set to have the gain maximum between 1410MHz and 1415MHz.

We built over 100 of these LNA's. The best channels did approach the model
predictions. See figure[2.10]where the measured noise figure was 0.8dB. Most chan-

nels had a noise figure at about 1dB, see figure and figure2.11b

36077 LNA Noise Figure/Gain
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Figure 2.6: Measured noise figure and gain of Avago ATF-36077 LNA. The LNA
has a 20K (0.3dB) noise temperature using room temperature components. Design
had to be refined to use a high-pass filter to attenuate the cell phone band.
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Figure 2.7: Measured noise figure and Gain of Avago MGA61563 second stage
LNA. The amplifier has an approximately 1dB noise figure and 15-20dB gain across
a wide band. Gain is about 15dB in the region of interest.

2.1.2.3 Receiver

The receiver mixes the signal down to 50MHz-100MHz. The actual bandpass filter
ranges from 50-110MHz at the 3db point, and has 65-70db of gain. There is 20db
of RF gain before the mixer, 50db after mixing. The LO is injected at 1380MHz,
at a power level of -18dbm going into the receiver box. Each receiver box has 2
independent channels. The schematic for a receiver box is shown in figure
and one of the boards can be seen in figure The receiver has a measured noise

figure of ~ 6db.
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Figure 2.8: Schematic of one LNA channel. The signal first passes through a high
pass filter and into a matched LNA. The signal is further filtered and amplified
again before being transmitted on 75() coax.
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Figure 2.9: Simulated performance of an LNA channel. Figure (a) shows a sim-
ulated noise figure of 1dB. Figure (b) shows a simulated gain of 32db. Figure (c)
plots the stability of the amplifier, which is > 1 for all frequencies, and therefore
unconditionally stable. Figure (d) shows the input and output match. The input
match is designed for noise figure. The output is matched for 75 ohms impedance.
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Figure 2.10: Measured performance of one of the best LNA antenna cards. Noise
figure at 0.8dB, gain at 30dB. Shows all four channels on a card.
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Figure 2.11: Measured performance of a typical LNA’s antenna card. Noise figure
at 1dB, gain from 28dB to 29dB for different channels. Matches very closely to the
simulated circuit performance in figure 2.9/ on the previous page.
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Figure 2.12: View of the receiver schematic. Shows the exact components used.
Two channels shared a box but were completely independent of each other.
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Figure 2.13: Image of the receiver board. Shows the two channels are just exact
copies, and the layout of the components.
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2.1.2.4 Final filter

Immediately before analog to digital conversion, there is a final anti-aliasing filter-
ing stage. This stage has a sharp filter with a pass-band from ~55MHz to 85MHz.
There is also a gain stage, and resistive 75o0hm to 50 ohm impedance transforma-
tion to go into the adc’s. See figure for a view of the circuit board, and figure
for the schematic. This board is also meant to be protection for the ADC from
lightening. The anti-aliasing filters are housed in a rack mounted box, 24 channels

to a box. This box can be seen in the image in 2.1§

0 Ol
| eadliag i

L L

Figure 2.14: View of the final filter board. Was designed as a low-pass filter fol-
lowed in series by a high pass filter. Included impedance matching and gain such
that the overall gain was zero. Each board again had two completely independent
channels.
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Figure 2.15: Schematic for the final filtering stage. Only a single channel is shown.
Used matching for 75() input and 50Q2 output. Amplifier to make the board have
zero gain in band overall.
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2.1.3 Correlator

The correlator is a software based correlator, following the design used at GMRT
[58]. The analog to digital converter (ADC) used is an acquisition logic AL81004C,
with customized firmware and linux drivers. The card has four synchronized
channels sampled at 100Msps. Each card receives a 10 MHz external clock sig-
nal from a global positioning system disciplined oscillator (GPSDO) ﬂ One ADC
board acts as the master, sending a triggering signal to itself as well as to all the
other ADC’s when all boards report that they have an empty buffer and are ready
for a trigger. The ADC cards have 256 MB of onboard buffer space shared between
the channels. We only use a 32MB buffer, giving 8MB for each channel. The data
buffer is sent out the pci bus via DMA transfer to the system memory while the
next buffer is filled. The time-stream buffer is split into two pieces, and the first
half is Fourier transformed in blocks of 4096 on the acquisition nodes, the sec-
ond half is sent to another 16 nodes which perform the Fourier transform on that
half, and then truncate the signal to 4 bits. The channels are then broken into 16
frequency chunks and each frequency slice is sent to a different correlation node,
such that each correlation node has 1/16th of the frequencies from every antenna.
These nodes then multiply all correlation pairs and average(accumulate) an entire
buffer, which then gets saved to disk using only 16bits for each complex number.

Each buffer is stored as an overall integer multiplicative factor times the square

http://wuw. jackson-labs.com/products_fury.html
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root turned into an 8bit number. n = sign(Ays),/|As|/N. The FFT uses the intel
Fourier transform as well as low level register shifting. The correlation also uses
specific Intel SSE instructions to vectorize the multiply and accumulate. See figure

2.16 for a block diagram of the correlator.

WiSkyiSighals »| ADC | )| FFT |mm2en >
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COR [i> Disk
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Figure 2.16: Block representation of the correlator. The sky signal is digitized by
a set of 16 nodes. The digital time-stream is split in half, with one half Fourier
transformed on the acquisition nodes. The other half is sent to another 16 nodes
to be Fourier transformed. The resultant spectra are truncated to 4 bits and 1/16th
of the frequencies are transferred to each of the 16 correlation nodes. All correla-
tion pairs are calculated, and the spectra are averaged and saved to disk for every
0.08 seconds of data. It takes 0.3 seconds total to process the 0.08 seconds of data,
including the sampling time.

For the 64 channels we have each buffer takes approximately 0.30 seconds
to process. An 8MB bulffer of 8 bit samples at 100Msps takes ideally 0.08 seconds
to fill. The correlation is computed at a ~20% duty cycle. The main bottleneck is
the transfer of data off the acquisition card into the PC memory.

The acquisition boards are all in dual xeon single core 2.4GHz computers.
The compute nodes are dell r410 machines with dual quad-core 2.0 GHz Xeon
Nehalem processors. The nodes are all connected through two independent 48
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port Dell switches. Disk storage is through two Dell MD1000’s hosted by a Dell
r710. The disk server and other auxiliary services are connected to another 24 port

gigabit switch, along with one of the compute nodes. See figure and figure

for images of the setup.

4 K&l

Figure 2.17: The PC cluster of correlator machines. The 16 machines on the far
left contain the ADC’s. They were used for sampling and FFT. 32 of the dual CPU
quad core machines are used for FFT and correlation. The data is stored on the
RAID boxes at the top of the image.
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Figure 2.18: Image of the correlator machines from the back. The rack on the right
has the 64 channels coming from the telescope, contain the final filtering and then
connect to the ADC boards. The bottom box of the rack contains the clock and
trigger distribution.
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2.2 Cylinder Shape

The cylinder is made by hanging a mesh between two columns. A constant weight
object hanging between two points will form a catenary. By pulling down at even
points along the length with equal force, this catenary will turn into a better fo-
cusing parabola. The telescope was designed to do exactly this. However, equal
spacing across the 'x” direction will also cause it to be an equal spacing across the
aperture plane. For this reason one of the cylinders has this spacing, the other
has the pull-downs spaced equally along the length, naturally forming a catenary.
Pulling on these points with different weights will still turn the catenary into a
parabola.

The cylinder shape was determined in a two step process.

2.2.0.1 physical technique

First the feed line was leveled using a water level, so that it was at a known height.
The feed line was then made straight using a laser line. The distance of each end
of the feed line was measured to each set of columns, and was made to be within
about a half inch of centered and level. The surface was then adjusted to this feed
position.

Cables were attached to the feed line at exactly the ground plane height,
and each was measured out and marked a length for a specific parabolic arc length
distance along the mesh. The cables were then dropped through the mesh at these
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positions, and the mesh was adjusted to the feed to get the desired focus position

and shape. The East cylinder was fit to a 78 inch focus; the West to a 77 inch focus.

2.2.0.2 Optical Technique

The shape was determined using an optical technique. We set up a camera with a
zoom lens about 150m away down the center line of the cylinder. Florescent flags
were set up all along the cylinder, with different colors for each row. See examples
in figure 2.19 and 2.20. The fits of the cylinder shapes are shown in figure and

2.21.

Figure 2.19: East cylinder image used to fit the parabolic cylinder shape. The bot-
tom of each florescent marker is marked with software and then fit to a parabola,
assuming a 78 or 77 inch focus depending on the cylinder. The best fit focus is then
marked on the image.

2.3 Focusing

The feed used has an expected focus center a bit behind the ground plane. This was
calculated from nec2 simulations using cocoaNEC. In simulation the phase center
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Figure 2.20: West cylinder image used to fit the parabolic cylinder shape. Camera
is centered at the feed height.
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Figure 2.21: Fits to a 78 inch focus parabola for the east cylinder at 4 different
locations along the North-South direction. Deviations are in centimeters. RMS less
than a centimeter for these points.
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is 0.09A behind the groundplane, however it was also relatively insensitive to the
exact position. The output of the simulation gives a phase shift with angle from
the center assuming that the phase center was the groundplane (the 0,0 coordinate
of the simulation). The phase center from that point can then be calculated using:

ApA

4= 27t(1 — cos(0)

2.1)

where A¢ is the relative phase of that particular angle relative to the 0 angle phase,
and 0 is the angle from zero, see [25]. Using the average of this value over a given
set of angles (Included angle of the dish) gives the phase center. I used £60° to
get the phase center of 0.09A behind the ground plane, and was approximately
the same for the longitudinal and transverse polarizations. figure 2.23 shows the
phase variation when at the phase center. A general rule is that the phase changes

less than 1/20th, or 18° to actually be contributing to collecting area.

A focus sweep was performed, and it was found that the transverse and
longitudinal dipoles seemed to have different focus centers. In the end the focus
was placed such that the transverse and longitudinal polarizations had equivalent
gain.
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Figure 2.23: Phase change across angle given the simulated feed in figure 2.24a and
2.24b with the focus placed 0.09A behind the ground-plane. A phase shift of < 18°
is considered good. £45° is well illuminated.
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2.4 Cylinder and Feed Antenna Patterns

2.4.1 Feed Antenna Pattern

The feed antenna was modeled using cocoaNEC, which is a Numerical Electro-
magnetics Code (NEC) method of moments based os x applicatiorﬂ All elements
were simulated using a mesh of wires. Simulations were done assuming an excita-
tion current and transmission of the antenna, but due to reciprocity the receiving
pattern is the same. An attempt was made to simulate accurately the geometry of
the ground-plane and grounded cover of the LNA, and the differences between the
longitudinal and transverse antennas. The feed dipole was tested in an anechoic
chamber at CMUPL

The model of the longitudinal antenna is shown in figure 2.24a. The trans-
verse antenna is shown in figure 2.24b. An individual dipole was measured as
shown in figure The simulated antenna pattern is shown in figure for
the transverse dipole and in figure for the longitudinal dipole. The measure-
ment of the E-Plane response is shown in figure 2.27a, and the H-Plane response is
shown in figure 2.27b. The simulated and measured patterns qualitatively match
up well.

The impedance was also simulated and measured. The transverse and lon-

gitudinal simulated impedances are shown in figure 2.28. The measured antenna

“http://homepage .mac.com/chen/w7ay/cocoaNEC/index . html
Shttp://www.preal.ece.cmu.edu/
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impedance is shown in figure 2.29. The dipole as tested is 9.5cm long and 5.28cm
above the groundplane. No balun was used, the dipole is fed unbalanced. Mea-

sured performance matched well to simulations.

(a) longitudinal (b) transverse

Figure 2.24: Single dipole above ground-plane simulation layouts for a longitu-
dinal (the dipole is aligned in the East-West direction) and transverse (the dipole
is aligned North-South). The difference between the two polarizations is how the
dipole interacts with the LNA ground shield.

The feed was also measured in an array configuration as used on the feed
line. The full antenna with LNA was tested as used on the feedline. The system
could not be calibrated for an absolute gain measurement since it was being used
in reverse from standard, with the antenna under test receiving and the chamber
antenna transmitting. The setup used is shown in figure[2.30} The antennas are set
up with two polarizations, spaced 0.7A apart, and the polarizations interleaved,
such that spacing between channels is 0.35A, where 1420 MHz was used as the
reference frequency. The longitudinal polarization is the dipole which lies in the
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Figure 2.25: Single dipole above ground-plane in anechoic chamber. Shown in H-
Plane measurement configuration. The antenna is rotated left-right. This setup
was used to measure the pattern and impedance of a single dipole.
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(a) longitudinal (b) transverse

Figure 2.26: Simulated antenna pattern of a single dipole above ground-plane in
the transverse and longitudinal direction. The simulation used an unbalanced
dipole feed. The 0° angle is the E-plane, the 90° angle is the H-plane. Skewed pat-
tern due to the feed being unbalanced and the asymmetry due to the LNA cover.
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270° 270°
(a) E plane (b) H plane

Figure 2.27: Single dipole above ground-plane E-plane and H-plane pattern at 1.41
GHz. Testing the antenna shown in figure 2.25|but with the antenna rotated 90°(E-
plane) or as shown (H-plane). The slight asymmetry in the pattern is due to the
unbalanced feed. At 45° the pattern is down by 5db on one side, 7db on the other
for the E-plane, 5db on both for the H-plane.

S11 (dB)

711‘500 1250 1300 1350 1400 1450 1500 1550 1600 _]1‘?00 1250 1300 1350 1400 1450 1500 1550 1600
Frequency (MHz) Frequency (MHz)

(a) longitudinal (b) transverse

Figure 2.28: Single dipole above ground-plane simulation input impedance for
longitudinal and transverse orientations. We intentionally used a thin dipole to
have a narrow response band. This helps immediately reject RFI at frequencies
below 1 GHz. This impedance matches well to that measured as shown in figure
2.29
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Antenna Match
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frequency (GHz)

Figure 2.29: Single dipole above ground-plane impedance match (S11). Good per-
formance from 1.30GHz to 1.42GHz
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plane of the circuitboard. The transverse polarization is the one which lies trans-
verse to the antenna circuit board. The transverse E-plane pattern is in figure 2.32.
Figure 2.31 shows the transverse H-plane pattern. The longitudinal E-plane and

H-plane patterns are in figure 2.34 and figure 2.33 respectively.

2.4.2 Modelled Cylinder Pattern

To model the cylinder pattern in the east-west direction, a 1-d model was used. The
simulated feed pattern was assumed to be at the exact focus of the cylinder. Then
a physical optics approximation ray tracing was done assuming a perfect parabola
to an aperture plane. At many points along the aperture plane spherical waves
were placed with amplitude and phase based on the ray-tracing and amplitude of
the feed. For each angle the far field pattern was then calculated. For the perfect

parabola with a blocked feed, the expected east-west pattern is shown in figure

The 3dB full width is ~ 2°

To model the cylinder in the north-south direction, a phasing of dipoles
above a ground-plane spaced by 0.7A was simulated in cocoaNEC. The dipoles
were phased together with a shift. The dipole gains were considered all the same
value. This leads to the pattern shown in figure The synthesized beam has
a 3db full width of ~ 5°. As can be seen from the figure, beyond +45° from the
zenith, the alias is in fact stronger than the pointing direction, and what will be
seen in the image is not what is at the phased to pointing, but instead a point
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Figure 2.30: Antenna array in the anechoic chamber. The central antennas were
tested (one of each polarization). The LNA was powered with a 9V battery for the
test. The setup as shown was for the transverse polarization E-plane and the lon-
gitudinal polarization H-plane. The entire setup was rotated to test the transverse
H-plane and longitudinal E-plane.
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90°

180°

270°

Figure 2.31: H-plane measurement of the antenna array transverse antenna . This
configuration was physically rocking in the chamber as data was taken. This
caused quite a bit of raggedness to the pattern. This raggedness is believed to
be completely due to the setup of the chamber.
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90°

180°

270°

Figure 2.32: E-plane measurement of the antenna array transverse antenna . Pat-
tern is slightly skewed. 5 dB down at 50° on one side and 35° on the other.
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a0°

180°

270°

Figure 2.33: E-plane measurement of the antenna array longitudinal antenna .
Slightly broader than the E-plane of the transverse antenna. Slightly broader than
+45° at the 5dB point.
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90°

180°

270°

Figure 2.34: H-plane measurement Antenna array longitudinal antenna. Broadest
pattern measured.
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Beam Pattern of 10m parabolic with feed off Ocm
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Figure 2.35: Simulated cylinder east-west response of a perfect parabola illumi-
nated with the simulated feed pattern and with feed blockage. First side-lobes are
~18 dB down, and the pattern hits a floor at ~ -30 dB due to the blockage of the
feed.

62



closer to the zenith on the opposite side. Thus the image in the center is aliased to

the top and bottom of the image.

2.4.2.1 Window Function

The expected window function of a cos? illumination of two 10m cylinders 25m
apart with the feed blocked is shown in figure and the corresponding sky
pattern is shown in figure The north-south beam with cos? apodization of 16
elements with 0.7A separation is shown in figure The full 2d beam with 16

elements placed along the feed line 0.7A apart is shown in figure 2.40.

2.4.3 Measured Cylinder Pattern and System Temperature

The East-West pattern of each individual dipole was measured with a total power
measurement on the sun. The pattern of each dipole is shown in figure 2.47. These
total power measurements are very sensitive to both RFI and gain fluctuations. As
can be seen in many of the plots, there are gain jumps, which are generally due to
strong RFI turning on and off.

This technique shows an enhancement of the noise from the sun on the level
of 0.5 to 1dB. The half-power beamwidths range from about 1.7 degrees to 2.7 de-
grees. This range really is most likely due to the true cylinder pattern range from
the shape of the cylinder at different locations. Those beamwidths correspond to
an effective width using W = % of 7.2m to 4.5m. The system temperature was cal-
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Figure 2.36: North-south simulated beam pattern. Simulated set of 16 dipoles
phased together. Each plot shows a phase step of 40°. Steering the beam more
than 45° away from the zenith results in an alias of the sky in the opposite direc-

tion.
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Figure 2.37: Window function of two cylinders 25m apart, with the feed blocking

the aperture. Cylinders illuminated with cos? function and not the exact dipole
pattern.
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Figure 2.38: Fourier transform of window function east-west. Dirty beam in the
east-west direction presuming a cos? illumination and not the actual dipole pat-
tern. Very similar to the more accurate calculation in figure
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Figure 2.39: Fourier transform of window function in the North-South direction.
Dirty beam North-South with cos? apodization. Broadens the beam but reduces
the side-lobes.

67



Figure 2.40: Fourier transform of window function. 2-D dirty beam of simulated
aperture. Has a cos? apodization applied in the North-South direction, and an
assumed cos? feed pattern in each cylinder.
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culated in two ways for each autocorrelation. It was calculated using the deflection

in total power from the sun:

Tsys = Toun (%) (2.2)

with on being time on the sun, of f data taken off the sun, Ty, = #;77655“”,

where A is the wavelength, Qpp is the solid angle of the primary beam, S, is the
flux of the sun in Janskys multiplied by the attenuation of the primary beam off
center (I used 1.21 x 10° for the sun on that particular day). Using this method

gets a Tsys in the 100K to 500K range.

The reason why the system temperature varies so much from channel to
channel is not well understood. The bench measurements of every channel showed
a similar noise figure for every channel, and at the level of 75K. Raising the system
temperature to ~ 100K is expected from ground-spill and the addition of the sky

brightness.

The second method of measuring the system temperature was done using

the signal to noise ratio:

Rox (2.3)

VAVAL
Tsys = Tsun <

where Ty, is the same as derived in the previous equation, Av is the band-
width, At is the integration time, and Rgy is the ratio of the signal power to the

69



RMS of the noise level. The system temperature calculated using this method
ranged from 300K to 1000K. The reason this noise level is higher is believed to be
RFI. This is one area where the cylinder was not performing as well as expected.
The Pittsburgh radio environment may well be too severe to get any better perfor-

mance and system checks. Further tests are discussed in section[2.6]

Further complicating matters, the pointings of the centers of each of the
dipoles does not necessarily line up. Seen in the plots in figure 2.47, the red vertical
line corresponds to the actual position of where the sun is crossing the meridian.
Figures and plot the pointing center for the East and West cylinders re-
spectively, each plot broken up by polarization. These plots show that the pointing
center for the two different polarizations is different by approximately one degree.
However, looking at figures and one can see that this pattern was very
repeatable, and the East and West cylinders were both adjusted such that they are
both pointed at the same place for a given polarization. As seen in figures and
the beamwidths of the two polarizations were not systematically different, if
anything the transverse dipoles have a slightly smaller beamwidth. Looking at
the measured beam patterns of the feed, the transverse dipole pattern across the
cylinder, shown in figure2.32 has a 3db full width of less than 90°. The longitudi-
nal pattern across the cylinder, shown in figure 2.33 is slightly wider. One would
expect the longitudinal dipoles to have a slightly smaller beam pattern than the
transverse dipoles, but if anything the opposite is true. This may well be due to
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# | Tsys via Deflection | Tsys via SN | ratio

1 3219.
2 368.6
3 663.0
4 325.0
5 120.3
6 505.3
7 494.2
8 168.0
9 608.8
10 2536.
11 348.4
12 287.8
13 463.6
14 482.7
15 321.3
16 2862.
17 1334.
18 296.1
19 2036.
20 862.8
21 229.8
22 410.9
23 413.6
24 630.9
25 121.0
26 855.1
27 310.4
28 117.8
29 240.7
30 780.1
31 865.7
32 405.0

553.1
1626.
1683.
5336.
158.3
850.0
538.9
1079.
916.1
1067.
1022.
1129.
625.9
865.0
324.4
1607.
940.0
1061.
523.1
929.0
417.7
1217.
818.1
1579.
1325.
1406.
609.0
355.2
327.8
676.9
3083.
272.7

5.82
0.22
0.39
0.06
0.76
0.59
0.91
0.15
0.66
2.37
0.34
0.25
0.74
0.55
0.99
1.78
1.41
0.27
3.89
0.92
0.55
0.33
0.50
0.39
0.09
0.60
0.50
0.33
0.73
1.15
0.28
1.48

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

# | Tsys via Deflection | Tsys via SN | ratio

33 226.0 520.5 0.43
34 1282. 837.4 1.53
35 313.1 635.8 0.49
36 4115. 1243. 3.30
37 356.6 859.4 0.41
38 299.1 698.6 0.42
39 382.7 434.3 0.88
40 331.6 603.0 0.54
41 555.2 559.6 0.99
42 283.4 626.7 0.45
43 6.087 770.2 0.00
44 377.3 409.3 0.92
45 126.3 1747. 0.07
46 179.6 390.8 0.45
47 274.6 510.8 0.53
48 286.8 548.3 0.52
49 264.1 704.1 0.37
50 205.7 779.3 0.26
51 834.2 1162. 0.71
52 167.1 330.2 0.50
53 339.9 268.0 1.26
54 331.0 848.8 0.38
55 1903. 835.5 227
56 312.0 470.3 0.66
57 239.4 723.6 0.33
58 2445 646.8 0.37
59 167.9 397.3 0.42
60 283.7 964.6 0.29
61 181.5 1285. 0.14
62 353.9 577.6 0.61
63 298.8 517.8 0.57
64 370.6 1221. 0.30

Table 2.1: Tsys calculated using the deflection from the sun and via the signal to
noise. The number calculated from the sun deflection is in general 1/2 to 1/3 that
calculated using the signal to noise ratio. This implies the noise floor is dominated
by RFL
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the cylinder having a less perfect shape further away from the center, or to slightly

different phase centers for the two polarizations.

East

— long
212.5¢ — trans |

212.0

211.5f

211.0f

210.5f

210.0f

209.5F

209.0L s ! E
0 12 14 16

Figure 2.41: Pointing of each dipole on the East cylinder. Broken into transverse
and longitudinal polarizations. The transverse and longitudinal pointing centers
are a degree off from each other for the same cylinder.

2.5 Pittsburgh RFI Mitigation

Early tests were plagued by RFI contamination. The first attempts at unfiltered
LNA’s and Receivers were overloaded by tv signals. In the northern direction there
are tv towers in direct line of sight of the feeds. These signals are transmitting 1
MWatt power in the 700MHz range, and are required to have harmonics down by
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0

Figure 2.42: Pointing of each dipole on the West cylinder. Broken into transverse
and longitudinal polarizations. Again the pointing centers for the two polariza-
tions are different by about one degree in the same way.
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Longitudinal
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Figure 2.43: Pointing of each longitudinal dipole. Plotting East and West cylinders
on top of one another. The within polarization centers are well matched.
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Figure 2.44: Pointing of each transverse dipole. Plotting East and West cylinders on
top of one another. Again the pointing of the transverse dipoles are well matched
for the east and west cylinders.
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Figure 2.45: Full width half maximum (FWHM) of each dipole on the East cylinder.
Broken into transverse and longitudinal polarizations. Both polarizations have a
similar beam-width.
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Figure 2.46: Full width half maximum (FWHM) of each dipole on the West cylin-
der. Broken into transverse and longitudinal polarizations. Again, both polariza-
tions have a similar beam-width.
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Figure 2.47: East-West beam pattern of each individual dipole. Blue lines are the
data. Red line is where the sun passes the meridian and should be the peak of the
data. Green line is the gaussian best fit to the data.
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10%, however that is still 1 Watt transmitted directly in our passband.

In order to deal with the RFI two techniques were used. The first was to
erect a mesh ground screen on the north end of the cylinders to get rid of line of
sight transmission. The second was to put a 1200MHz high pass filter as the first
thing before any amplification. This hurts the noise figure, but was required to not

overload the first amplifier.

2.6 Correlated Noise and RFI

An experiment was conducted with neighboring feeds. One feed used was a lon-
gitudinal dipole built into the antenna card. The other had the antenna removed
and an SMA connector attached instead. See figure for an image of the setup.
During a continuous set of data taking, the SMA connector was open, which gives
a close measurement to the amplifier noise contribution, was terminated with a
75Q) load, this gives a ~300K load on the amplifier, and had an antenna con-
nected, which was approximately %)\ from the groundplane, so did not have a
proper match or pattern compared to the others. The continuum averaged result
is plotted in figure The load measurement was presumed to be 300K, so the
amplitude scaling is referenced to that. What can be seen from this plot is an am-
plifier noise level of ~ 120K, which is very flat with time, giving a equivalent noise
figure using the signal to noise level. When the antenna is connected, the level
of the power goes down, to give a measurement of 200K using the overall power
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level, but giving a Tsys of 1000K using the RMS. This implies that RFI is raising the

noise floor, even with only ~ 1 second of integration.

Figure 2.48: Setup for testing the noise figure of the LNA’s in the cylinder. Shown
with 7502 load attached to the SMA connecter instead of an antenna.
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Figure 2.49: Test with LNA open, with 75Q) load, and antenna attached. With the
LNA open, the curve is very flat and at a level of ~ 125K. Connecting the load puts
the temperature at 300K by definition, but the curve is still very flat. Connecting
the antenna, the noise level goes down to about 200K and the fluctuations of the
noise become very visible.
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Figure 2.50: Test with LNA open, with 75() load, and antenna attached. Measure-
ment with the longitudinal antenna directly adjacent to the channel being manip-
ulated. The power level with time shows visible fluctuations throughout the test.
The noise level goes up with the load attached, and up further when the antenna is
attached to the adjacent LNA channel. The correlation between the fluctuations is
visible when the antenna is attached, implying they are both receiving RFI. Noise
increased by 15% when adjacent antenna is attached.

Figure 2.51: Test with LNA open, with 75() load, and antenna attached. Water-
fall plot with time on the vertical axis and frequency on the horizontal. Broad
horizontal structures only visible in the bottom third section when the antenna is
connected.

Figure 2.52: Test with LNA open, with 75Q) load, and antenna attached. Measure-
ment with the adjacent antenna. Broad horizontal structures visible in all three
sections, presumably broad band RFIL
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Cylinder Imaging

Synthesis imaging in radio astronomy involves taking a sparsely sampled aper-
ture and turning it into an approximate image expected from sampling the entire

aperture.

The electric field at a position 7 from a source at very far distance at location
7y is given by:

pi2mv|F—7p|/c

E(7) = / e(7,) (3.1)

7 =7yl
with (7)) the electric field at the emitted location. The visibility for two receivers

at7; and 7, is given by:

V(7,72) = (E(F1)E*(72)) (3.2)



assuming again the source is far away, we write the visibilities as:

V= Ax(o)I(o)e P40 (3.3)
4

where V is the complex visibility, Ay is the normalized antenna pattern, I(ce) is the
source intensity (e?), D~ is the baseline vector between antennas in wavelengths

and sigma is the vector to the element of solid angle from the pointing center.

This can be rewritten as:

V(u,0) = / / An (L, m)T(1, )27 w+2m) g1y, (3.4)

and

I'(l,m) = An(L,m)I(l,m) = //V(u,v)eizn(”lJrvm)dudv (3.5)

where [ is sin(f) and m is sin(¢)

We don’t actually know a true visiblility, but a measured visibility. The

assumed relationship is:

Vij = &igi Vij + njj (3.6)

where ¢ = ae? is the complex gain of the telescope and 7 is the noise term.

solving for the complex gains gives a solution for the true visibilities which
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is:

Vij

Vij= —L
8i&j

ol

(3.7)

The visibilities can then be used to solve for an intensity pattern on the sky. The
gains are either solved for each baseline independently, writing g; g]’-‘ = gk, Or is

gi g]fk solved for each gain.

The most straightfoward imaging is:

sz]V 0 —i27t(u;il4-v;m) (3.8)

where ij is all possible baselines (i and j) and w;; is an apodization function

Ip = P(6,¢) @ I'(6, ¢) is the sky intensity modified by the antenna beam

convolved with the dirty beam defined as:

P(l,m sz] —i27t(ujil+v;im) (3.9)
i

3.0.1 Cleaning

The clean algorithm was first developed by Hogbom [33], and further refined by
Clark [15] and again by Cotton and Schwab [61] [19]. Refinements are still under
active developemnt [18]. The algorithm assumes that the images is made of a sum
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of point sources. Choose the brightest sources, and subtract at a known position:
Ig =1Ip—) BiP, (3.10)
i

where the sum is over the locations, B is the intensity of the source, and P is the
dirty beam of a point source at that location. Can continue to identify and subtract
point sources until the entire map left is considered noise like. The map is then the
sum of all the identified point sources, usually smoothed with a gaussian of the

primary beam.

3.1 Calibration

Cylinder calibration using the point source Cygnus A. This is a least squares matrix

method of calibration.

The eigenvalues and eigenvectors of a matrix is usually given by:

Axk = )kak (311)
(A - /\kl)xk =0 (312)

which is the same as:
A =PAP! (3.13)
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where P is the set of Column eigenvectors x; and A is a diagonal matrix

with eigenvalues Ay along the diagonal.

If A is Hermitian then P is a Unitary matrix, and we can write eqn as:

A =PAP" =Y Mxgx} (3.14)
k

for a point source at a at given (I’,m’) I = Is6(I',m’). Looking at eqn[3.4]V is
then

V(u,0) = An(I', m") Ige2ml +om) (3.15)

—i2re(ul’+om’) yi1l result in all of the visibilities be-

Multiplying each visibility by e
ing a constant. If this point source dominates the Visibilities it can be used for
calibraiton. Comparing equation 3.6/ and the eigenvector corresponding to
the largest eigenvalue of the Visibility matrix is the complex gain solution g. The

remaining eigenvalues/vectors correspond to the remaining noise. All of this is

ambiguous to an overall normalization.

V=Mux]+ Y Mxxf =gg'V+N (3.16)
k>1

This calibration technique was applied using Cygnus A as the phase center,
since it nearly passes overhead at the center of the telescope pointing. For our
cylinder telescope the cross-cylinder visibilities are much cleaner than the within
cylinder visibilities. For this reason instead of using the measured visibilities for
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calibrating, they were filled with an initial guess, the complex gains were solved
for and subbed back into the equation, and this was iteratively solved until the
solution converged on a value, or the solution stopped improving the the residual
visibility defined as:

r=13 |Vij— gl (3.17)

This solution was calculated independently for the two different polariza-
tions. The resulting calibration matrix is shown in figure 3.1 for the longitudinal
polarization and in figure 3.3 for the transverse polarization. The comparison of
the cross-cylinder visibilities direct baseline solution (V;j) and the antenna based
solution (gig]’-‘) is shown in figure 3.2 and 3.4 for the longitudinal and transverse
polarizations respectively. The spread here shows how well the cylinders are ac-
tually calibrated. In the case of the longitudinal polarization the results are quite

good. The transverse polarization results are less impressive.

The stability of the calibration is plotted in figures [3.5 and [3.6] for the gain
and phase of the two polarizations. For the longitudinal polarization the solutions
over multiple days were the same to a few percent. The transverse polarization

amplitudes were stable to 5-10%, but the phase had more variation.

By changing the weighting in equation [3.9|one can control the beam shape.
The best images are weighted by the gain/noise estimates for each visibility, us-
ing all visibilities. Figure 3.7|shows a equal weighting of all visibilities measured,
which is close to what the noise weighted image should be. Other possible weights
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(a) Gain (b) Phase

Figure 3.1: Longitudinal antenna based visibility gain and phase matrix. Is a
Hermitian matrix. Ordered alternatively East and West visibility, or within cylin-
der/cross cylinder visibilities.
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(a) Gain (b) Phase

Figure 3.2: Longitudinal visibility gain and phase antenna based comparison to
measured visibilities. Blue points are the gain/phase solved for using an individ-
ual baseline. The red points are the computed visibility gain and phase based on
that calculated from individual antenna gains and phases.
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Figure 3.3: Transverse visibility gain and phase antenna based matrix. Appears to
have more phase structure than the longitudinal solution.
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Figure 3.4: Transverse visibility gain and phase showing the difference between the
antenna based visibility gain and phase (red points) to baseline based visibilities
(blue points). Much higher spread in the solution compared to the longitudinal
polarization.
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Figure 3.5: Gain vs. dipole number. Solution calculated using Cygnusa A repeated
on four successive days. Most feeds in the longitudinal polarization were stable
to a few percent. The fourth day the gain for all channels was much lower. The
transverse polarization was stable to 5-10 percent.
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Figure 3.6: Phase (rad) vs. dipole number. Longitudinal phase solutions were
again stable to a few percent. Transverse solution was not nearly as stable.
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are a cos?(v), shown in figure 3.9/ or what is called natural weighting where each
visibility position is weighted equally, shown in figure These other weightings
can lower the sidelobes or narrow the primary beam, but will increase the noise

due to weak visibility pairs.

Longitudinal N-S Beam
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Figure 3.7: North-south dirty beam model, assuming equal weighting for all visi-
bilities. This is the closest model to the weightings used for imaging.

3.2 Continuum Map

The imaging procedure and calibration of the previous section was applied to
data taken drift scanning the telescope for ~28 contiguous hours. The band from
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Figure 3.8: North-south dirty beam model using natural weighting. Each possi-
ble visibility is weighted equally, regardless of how well the baselines are mea-
sured. This weighting makes the side-lobes higher, but provides the highest signal
to noise if the baselines have similar noise.
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Figure 3.9: North-south dirty beam model with Hanning weighting. The visibili-
ties are weighted as cos?(v), giving very low side response, but widening the pri-
mary beam.
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1395MHz to 1425MHz is averaged together. Only the longitudinal dipoles were
used. The visibilities were weighted (w;;) using the calculated gain divided by the
standard deviation of the first ~ 3 minutes of data. The map is shown in figure
3.10. The map was normalized to Cygnus A at a amplitude of 1600]y. The band-
width used was 30MHz. This is an image of the entire visible sky completed in

just one day.
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Figure 3.10: Continuum image averaged from 1395-1425 MHz. All-sky map with
28 hours of continuous data. The very bright source that is cut is the Sun, which
crossed the beam twice during the observation.

Another interesting aspect to look at is the differences between the images
made with the transverse and longitudinal antennas, as well as the within cylinder
and between cylinder correlations. Using only cross-cylinder correlations, the lon-
gitudinal map is much cleaner and has a higher dynamic range by a factor of ~ 3
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when compared to the transverse map, shown in figure 3.11. The only thing visible
in the map are the brightest point sources. Two possible reasons for the transverse

map having higher noise than the longitudinal map:

e The transverse dipoles are more sensitive to RFI radiation from the horizon

in the north-south direction, raising the contribution from RFI

e The transverse dipoles are broadside and couple to each other more strongly.
In simulations of the feeds this effect is quite small, and may well not be an

actual cause for concern.

Using the within cylinder correlations, the images show more larger scale
structures. The longitudinal map remains cleaner than the transverse map here as
well. The extended structure of the continuum Milky Way Galaxy is apparent. The
images are in figure 3.12

Looking closer at the image beam around Cygnus A and Cassiopeia A, the

measured beams come close to ideal. See figure 3.15 and 3.18 for zoomed images

around the point sources. Figures 3.13| and [3.14] have the cuts through Cygnus

A in the east-west and north south direction. Figures and have the cuts
through Cassiopeia A in the east-west and north south direction. Without applying
any sort of clean algorithm the image is already showing few artifacts. Since the
u-v plane is sampled well in the region of interest, the resulting image does not
have the huge sidelobes of a standard interferometer which need to be subtracted
out of the image.
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Figure 3.11: Continuum image of Cygnus A and Cassiopeia A made using only
the correlation pairs between the cylinders. The longitudinal dipoles show a better
dynamic range than the transverse polarization.
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Figure 3.12: Continuum image of Cygnus A and Cassiopeia A using only the corre-
lation pairs within a cylinder. The transverse map has much higher noise than the
longitudinal map. Extended structure of the Milky Way becomes apparent using
the within-cylinder correlation pairs.
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Figure 3.13: East-west beam measured on Cygnus A. Shows -20dB sidelobes and
-30dB noise floor.
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Figure 3.14: North-south beam on Cygnus A. Synthesized beam direction with 16
dipoles. Shows -20dB sidelobes and -30dB noise floor.
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Figure 3.15: Continuum image of Cygnus A. Units of Janskys.
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Figure 3.16: East-West beam on Cassiopeia A. Has -20dB side-lobes and -25 to -
30dB noise floor.
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Figure 3.17: North-South beam on Cassiopeia A. Asymmetric side-lobes since not
centered on overhead. Larger side-lobe alias visible at the horizon.
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Figure 3.18: Continuum image of Cassiopeia A. Units of Janskys. Shows very little
structure along the diagonal.
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3.3 Image noise level

For a continuum map the signal to noise ratio Rgy = S,/ where ¢ is the noise

level in a empty piece of the map is defined as:

_ Alnv2NAvt

Ren = 3.18
SN T (3.18)

Where Rgy is the signal to noise, A is the effective area of a single element, I is
the flux density of the source, N is the number of correlation pairs used, Av is the
bandwidth, T is the integration time, kp is boltzmann’s constant, and Tsys is the

effective system temperature for producing the image.

Toys )
A 18 then:

For each individual correlation pair, N = 1. Calculating

Tsys B SVAVT2N

nA  2Rsnkp

(3.19)

In our continuum image made, T = 1.28s, Av = 30MHz, N = 248, S =

1600]y for Cygnus A, and Rgy = 80 for the less noisy parts of the map. This gives

a ?Zf = 1000. Our dipoles all have slightly different effective areas, but each has an

approximate collecting area of 1.4 m? giving an effective Tyys for the map of 1400K.
This high Tsys is driven by the RFI environment in Pittsburgh as well as not fully
understanding and correcting for the instrument.
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3.4 Milky Way Map

The Milky Way does not have much power in the scale corresponding to the visi-
bilities between cylinders, and maps made with just visibilities between cylinders
do not show an image. Instead, the within cylinder visibilities are required. Cal-
ibration for the within cylinder baselines were solved for using the continuum
map and cross-cylinder baselines. This is an important point about the cylinder
calibration to understand. Without the cross-cylinder visibilities, an individual
cylinder is not calibrated to nearly the same level. The images have the contin-
uum subtracted by just taking the average image in the 1419.57MHz, 1419.66MHz,
1421.35MHz,and 1421.47MHz 100kHz wide bins, and subtracting that from all the
images. The stripes around the sun are set to zero to remove the residual.

The map is shown in figure 3.19 through figure 3.26. The aliases of the
galaxy at the north and south ends are due to the 0.7A spacing of the dipoles. The

images were made using only the within-cylinder visibilities.
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Figure 3.19: Milky Way galaxy 2lcm emission. Frequency bins 100KHz each.
1419.57MHz and 1419.66MHz. These bins were averaged with the 1421.35MHz
and 1421.47MHz bins and subtracted from all as the continuum subtraction.
Shows the noise level after subtraction.
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Figure 3.20: Milky Way galaxy 21cm emission. Frequency bins 100 KHz each.
1419.76 MHz and 1419.86 MHz. Neighboring bins to those used for continuum
subtraction. Also shows the noise level of the images.
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Figure 3.21: Milky Way galaxy 21cm emission. Frequency bins 100KHz each.
1419.96MHz and 1420.05MHz. The Milky Way galaxy is becoming apparent.
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Figure 3.22: Milky Way galaxy 21cm emission. Frequency bins 100KHz each.
1420.15MHz and 1420.25MHz. The Milky Way is now visible in two regions.
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Figure 3.23: Milky Way galaxy 2lcm emission. Frequency bins 100KHz each.
1420.35MHz and 1420.44MHz. More extended structure of the Milky Way visible.
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Figure 3.24: Milky Way galaxy 21cm emission. Frequency bins 100KHz each.
1420.54MHz and 1420.64MHz. Continuous slices of the Milky Way are visible.
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Figure 3.25: Milky Way galaxy 21cm emission. Frequency bins 100KHz each.
1420.74MHz and 1420.84MHz. Large regions of the Milky Way are visible.
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Figure 3.26: Milky Way galaxy 2lcm emission. Frequency bins 100KHz each.
1420.93MHz and 1421.03MHz. Beginning to get out of the region of neutral hy-
drogen emission from the Milky Way.
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Figure 3.27: Milky Way galaxy 2lcm emission. Frequency bins 100KHz each.
1421.13MHz and 1421.23MHz. Mostly just noise left visible.
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Figure 3.28: Milky Way galaxy 2lcm emission. 100KHz wide frequency bins.
1421.35MHz and 1421.47MHz. Both used in average with 3.19a and 3.19b as a
continuum subtraction.
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Winter Storm Cylinder Collapse and

Rebuild

4.1 Collapse

On February 5th-6th 2010 Pittsburgh was covered in 21 inches of snow falling
within a 24hr period. This amount of snowfall happens only once every 30 year
in Pittsburgh. It was a heavy snow with no wind. The cylinders are made with
the surface mesh as the major structural element. The mesh has a half inch hole
spacing. It was designed so that snow and weather would fall through the mesh,
with only some collecting on the metal battens. In all previous storms the system
functioned as planned. However during this storm the snow collected in the dish.
The snow was compressed enough to form pieces hanging below as well as that
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collected above, see figure The total collected snow was nearly 2 feet over the
entire surface, see figure This brought the structure to its limit and the surface
partially collapsed (half of the east side) on the East cylinder and fully collapsed
on the west side of the West cylinder. See figure and The next few days
brought another six inches of snow, and the East cylinder fully collapsed on the

east side, see figure 4.4,

Figure 4.1: The snow collected and created square icicles which hung below the
mesh adding weight to what was already collecting above.
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Figure 4.2: Depth of the snow collected on the cylinder. Approximately 14-16
inches above and 4 inches below the mesh surface.

(a) Partial collapse of the east cylinder. (b) Collapse of the west cylinder

Figure 4.3: The snow storm on Febuary 5th and 6th built up too much weight on
the surface of the cylinder mesh causing collapse.
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Figure 4.4: After more snowfall and a few days, the East cylinder collapsed fully
on the east side.
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4.2 Failure analysis

The system was designed to fail by the steel wires breaking first. On the East
cylinder the failure modes were close to what was expected. We found that the
steel wire broke where it was bent to a small radius to attach to a punched hole, see
tigure There were instances where the wire broke along its length as expected,
see figure The fence wires connect to a ”“finger plate” which is used to connect
the high strength wires to the mesh. The finger plate also was a point of failure,

where the plate bent and then tore through the mesh. See figure[#.7)for an example.

On the West cylinder the failure mode seemed to be different. On the north-
west side the fence wire cables did break, and are believed to be the first to fail.
The rest of the length broke at the mesh right at the top batten point, see figure
The theory is that the north-west corner failed first, but the mesh was frozen
enough to the tops of the trusses for the rest of the cylinder that the mesh tore, and

then a zipper effect brought the rest of the cylinder down.

Both the West and East cylinders also had failures of the steel trusses. The
worst failure was the north-east truss of the East cylinder, which is the section that
collapsed a few days after the others. The trusses were only designed for a vertical
load, no side loading. In the collapse (due to freezing of the mesh?) the trusses
were twisted towards the center of the cylinder, with some breaking welds to the
plate that hold the trusses in place, see figure The north-east truss in particular
came very close to failure, with all but one weld broken, see figure
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The feedline made it through the snow completely undamaged, see figure

Figure 4.5: The wires were designed to be the failure point. Most wires that broke
failed where they were bent to a small radius.

4.3 Tests

Heavy snow weighs about 20 lbs/ cu ftﬂ The exact weight of the snow from that
storm was not recorded and is unknown. Each cylinder has 65 ft long mesh by
about 40ft arc length between the columns, and had about 20 inches (1.67 ft) of

snow built up, which is a volume of 4333.33 cu ft. 20lbs/ cu ft gives 86,666 Ibs of

1|h1:tp ://vwww.flagstaff.az.gov/DocumentView. aspx?DID=12809|
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Figure 4.6: The wire was designed to be the failure point. This is an example of a
wire that failed as expected.

Figure 4.7: The finger plates also ended up being a point of failure. They bent and
tore through the mesh.
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Figure 4.8: The West cylinder seemed to fail differently. The northwest end had
fence wire failures. The rest of the cylinder failed at the mesh right above the top
batten.

Figure 4.9: The truss twisted and was torqued when the mesh fell instead of being
under pure compression.
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(a) north end (b) south end

Figure 4.10: This truss was twisted so strongly that welds to the plate, which bolted
the truss in place, were broken. This was an unforeseen failure mode. [(a)| shows
the northern end of the truss where all the welds were broken, and the truss was
just resting on the column plate. (b) shows the south end of the truss where one
weld point was still attached.

Figure 4.11: Image of the feedline covered with snow. The feedline did not get
damaged from the snow.
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snow per cylinder! The 5 ft sections of mesh are held up by two 2000 Ib tension
strength wires pulling off at 45° in the north south direction, giving a tension
strength about 2800 per 5 linear feet, or 36,400 per side of the cylinder, or 72,800 Ibs
total weight on the cylinder. None of these numbers are known exactly, but the fact
that the east cylinder partially failed before totally failing after more snow means

that the snow weight was almost exactly at the breaking point of the cylinders.

4.3.1 Mesh Stress Tests

We set up a stress test to determine how the current system failed. We attached
mesh on one side strongly. We used a 2in diameter iron pipe, wrapped the mesh
around it and clamped it together with a strip of sheet metal and fender washers.
We then used the same fence wire, wrapping around the pipe approximately 1/4
of the way from the end of the mesh. The first round of testing just had the wire
looped around the ends which made the pipe bend a bit. This was considered our
“fixed end” of the mesh, and throughout the testing it never failed, see figure
The other side was the tested side.

The tested side was terminated to a winch with a 0.5 inch radius. The ten-
sion was measured using a torque wrench as shown , see figure[4.12|

First we tested a finger attach point as used, with a finger plate connected
with two fence wires through the punched hole. We found that the bend in the
finger plate was pulled out at 1800lbs of tension. At 2600lbs tension the finger
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plate buckled perpendicular to the mesh, and fence wires were pulling through

the punched hole, see figure This shows the finger plate as a point of failure.

The second test was again with a finger plate, but wire wrapped around bolt
with washers, going through hole in fingers, see figure This was to alleviate
the high stress point of failure in the previous test. We found deformation of the
finger plate at 12001bs of tension, see figure but the failure was actually the

fence wire at the winch at 29001bs.

The third test was a standard batten attachment, attaching to the center car-
riage bolt and wrapping around the washer on then bottom, see figure This
scheme would be the easiest to use to raise the downed cylinders, if it was strong
enough. In this test, the mesh ended up being the failure point, and it tore near the
bolts at 2000lbs. The mesh seemed to rip out at one end first. It then just zippered

across from each bolt to complete failure, see figure

The fourth test involved taking a finger plate and flatten out its bend. The
finger plate was then attached to the mesh, tightened up, and screwed into a stan-
dard batten attachement with five self tapping screws, see figure The fence
wire was then attached by wrapping around washers attached with a carriage bolt
to the finger plate, see figure Using this setup the fence wire broke at 32001bs
of tension. The fingerplate and mesh showed no signs of problems before the fence
wire broke.
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Figure 4.12: The fixed end of the mesh pulling test setup.

Figure 4.13: Test of mesh connection similar to the as-configured termination. Both
wires were pulled straight instead of at an angle. The bend in the finger plate
straightened out at 1800 lbs of tension. At 2600 Ibs the plate buckled in the perpen-
dicular direction and the wires sheared through the punched hole.
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(a) new wire attachment method (b) finger plate starting to bend

Figure 4.14: Wire attachment to finger plate was changed to use a bolt through the
finger plate, with the fence wire wrapped around smaller washers, and a larger
washer to hold it in place. With this connection method the finger plate started to
bend at 1200 lbs of torque, but the catastrophic failure mode was, in fact, the fence

wire at 2900 1bs.
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(a) wire attachment method

i

(b) mesh beginning to tear (c) all tearing

Figure 4.15: Wire attachment to mesh changed to use standard batten scheme. Flat
sheet metal on top of a bent sheet with 5 carriage bolts sandwiching the mesh. The
attachment was to use the washer on the middle carriage bolt, shown in|(@)] At
2000 Ibs of tension the mesh tore, shown in @ Full failure is shown in
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(a) wire attachment method
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(b) mesh setup (c) under tension

Figure 4.16: Wire attachment to mesh changed to use finger plate attached to a
standard batten scheme. The finger plate is flattened and then screwed to a flat
sheet metal on top of a bent sheet with 5 carriage bolts sandwiching the mesh. The
attachment was to use the washers through the hole in the finger plate. All shown
in[@)} The fence wire broke at 3200 Ibs of tension. Shown in[(c)]is the mesh under
approximately 2900 Ibs.
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4.4 Changes Made

On the fallen side, the mesh attaches to the wire inside the cylinder. This creates
less friction going over the truss tube making adjustment easier (before the mesh
would have to settle for a day or two to reach a static shape), and lessening the
possibility of twisting the truss. The attachment of the mesh to the steel cable
is now the same as testing method 4, figure for most of the East cylinder.
Concrete coffin blocks were added along the outside of each cylinder to enable
attachment of the steel wire with no north-south component, such that adjustment
is easier and the load per wire is reduced. Where straight pulls were not possible
we switched to using a pulley attach point on the finger plate. One side of the fence
wire terminated to a concrete block and the other using a winch. The West cylinder
was changed to use pulleys to attach all, even the straight pulls, see figure
Attachment of the steel wire to the coffin blocks was done using DOT winches (see

figure[4.17) instead of hayes, see figure or wheel style, see figure winches

as they were not easy to adjust, did not loosen very well.

4.4.1 Truss Repair

The trusses were twisted and pulled back into place, but the ~5mm precision of
the location was lost. The positions of the end of each truss were remeasured using
steel tape relative to each other, and the positions were made accurate to about
3cm. The heights were not remeasured or readjusted. The trusses were repaired

138



Figure 4.17: The DOT winch, standard for flat bed trucks.

Figure 4.18: East cylinder new standard attachment of the mesh to the steel wire.
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Figure 4.19: West cylinder new standard attachment of the mesh to the steel wire.

Figure 4.20: Hayes style wire tightener.
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Figure 4.21: Wheel style wire tightener
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by not just redoing the spot welds, but by welding all along the sides of the plate,
see figures[#.22]and [4.23] This was to reduce the possibility of the truss breaking off
from the attachment to the top of the columns and falling during a major failure.

Under normal load stresses it should not be a problem.

Figure 4.22: Welding the truss back together.

Figure 4.23: Finished weld
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4.4.2 Mesh Raising

The mesh was cut back to the highest batten on the side that fell down. The mesh
was then pulled over to a working height using standard tiedown straps, see fig-
ure Then finger plates, figure were flattened and attached to the mesh
below the batten, and then screwed into the batten. The steel wire was attached
and then made slightly tight. See figure for the first connection. Once all the
unbent sections were connected the mesh was raised enough such that the bent
battens were no longer touching the steel column cable supports. These battens
were then repaired or replaced, and a fingerplate was attached. The entire row
was reattached and then ready to be raised, see figure The winches were
tightened one or two at a time raising each by 10-20cm before moving to the next,
see figure until the mesh was completely back off the ground, see figure
The same procedure was done on the West cylinder until it was raised again as
well, see figure The missing top sections of mesh were then again filled with
mesh, which was attached to the trusses and overlaps with the rest of the cylinder,
it does not actually attach to it. The cylinder was then readjusted to a parabolic

shape using physical and optical methods described in section[2.2] The final states

are shown in figures and
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Figure 4.24: East cylinder at the start of the raising process. The top batten on the
fallen side is brought to a working height with standard straps. Finger plates are
attached to the mesh and steel wire, which then runs over the truss.

Figure 4.25: Example of a finger plate.
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Figure 4.26: East cylinder re-attached and ready to raise.

Figure 4.27: Raising the East cylinder. Each winch was tightened 10-20cm before
moving to the next, going north-south along the cylinder.
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Figure 4.28: East cylinder again off the ground.

Figure 4.29: West cylinder again off the ground.
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Figure 4.30: West cylinder raised and adjusted, mesh added back along the top
side.

Figure 4.31: East cylinder raised and adjusted, mesh added back along the top side.
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Brightness Mapping with the Green

Bank Telescope

5.1 The Green Bank Telescope

5.1.1 GBT Design

The Green Bank Telescope is a 100m diameter fully-steerable radio telescope de-
signed for use from 290 MHz to 100 GHz. It is off axis design, meaning that the
aperture is not blocked by the feed structure, see the image of the telescope in
tigure The offset makes the primary 100m by 110m. In order to have good
efficiency up to 100 GHz the surface is made of panels which are actively moved
to counter the effects of gravity, temperature and wind to keep their shape.

149



Figure 5.1: Image of the Green Bank Telescope
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5.1.2 Single Dish Astronomy

Intensity mapping requires good brightness sensitivity, and single dishes generally

have higher sensitivity than aperture synthesis telescopes.

In aperture synthesis astronomy, the RMS brightness-temperature error is

given by:
M A? Ty

Ay V2N t Av

AT, = (5.1)

where AT, is the RMS brightness temperature, M is a correlator efficiency factor of
order 1, k is boltzmanns constant, A is the wavelength, Tgys is the system tempera-
ture, A, is the effective collecting area of a single telescope, (); is the synthesized
beam solid angle,N is the number of pairwise correlations, ¢ is integration time

and Av is the bandwidth. This equation can be simplified to approximately:

2
AT, ~ Tsys B

~ — 5.2
a2 nv't Av 5:2)

where B is the longest baseline, d is a single dish diameter, and 7 is the number of

dishes and M has been set to 1.

This is easily compared to the single dish radiometer equation where:

Tsys

Vi Av

AT, = (5.3)

and the area of the telescope does not effect the final Brightness Sensitivity
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Temperature. If the required signal level AT} is held constant, a single dish sensi-
tivity is determined by its system temperature, integration time and the bandwidth
of the spectrum elements. An interferometer’s sensitivity is reduced by the “filling
factor’ (g—zz), where the brightness sensitivity falls with the area covered out of the
total area expected from the longest baseline. However if g—i = n, then the inter-
ferometer will be just as good as the single dish, and if g—i < n the interferometer

would appear to be more sensitive than a single filled dish, but this is not possible

since dishes touch when d? = B%n

5.1.3 Why Green Bank

A filled, or nearly filled aperture telescope is necessary in order to get the best
brightness sensitivity. Since we have not yet built CRT, there are no close packed
interferometers in existence, making a single dish telescope the only way to pro-
ceed. With a single dish, the brightness sensitivity is independent of the size of
the dish, but the beam size scales with the size of the telescope. We would like to
resolve the non-linear scale, ~ 10h~! Mpc. At redshift one, 10 h~! Mpc is approx-
imately 15" on the sky assuming WMAPS5 cosmology [38]. This angular resolution
at 700MHz corresponds to a telescope diameter of 100m. In order to study large
scale structures down to the non-linear scale at redshift one, a 100m class telescope
is needed.
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5.2 Observation

Observations of the DEEP2 fields were conducted in the spring (April 25th and
28th, May 1st) and summer ( August 28th and 29th, September 6th, 7th, and 17th)
of 2008. Observations of the zZCOSMOS field were conducted in the fall/winter of
2009 ( October 17th and 18th, November 23rd, and December 22nd) and the winter

of 2010 ( January 13th).

5.2.1 Scan Strategy

We tried multiple scan strategies. We want to optimize useful on sky time while
also getting data that could be calibrated extremely well with the fewest systemat-

ics. On the DEEP2 fields we tried three different scan modes:

e Standard mapping mode. In this mapping mode data was taken by actively
scanning the telescope at 1.75°/minute at constant Right Ascension across
the DEEP?2 fields. There were 6 such scans, half increasing in RA, half de-
creasing in RA, at different declination separated by 0.05° creating overlap-
ping beams. The GBT beam size is approximately 0.25° at this frequency

range. Data was saved every 0.5 seconds with full stokes information.

e Drift Scan. In this mode data was taken by parking the telescope and let-
ting the sky drift by at constant Right Ascension, covering the DEEP2 fields.
There were 6 such scans across a field at different declination separated by
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0.05° creating overlapping beams. The GBT beam size is approximately 0.25°
at this frequency range. Data was saved every 0.5 seconds full stokes infor-

mation.

e Daisy Scan. This mode had the telescope actively moving in Azimuth at
constant elevation while letting the DEEP?2 field drift through the beam. The
telescope pointed within the field being observed the entire time, so the turn

around points dominated the observing time.

Of these three observing modes, the drift scans and standard maps seemed
to work best. The Daisy scan method was a custom modification of a higher fre-
quency observing mode which only moved the telescope arc minutes. We were
using the mode to move the telescope by about a degree. Therefore, the saved
pointing information may not have been accurate enough during the turning of
the telescope, which is when the majority of the data is recorded.

The coverage of the DEEP2 field3 are plotted in figures 5.3, 5.2, and 5.4.

5.2.2 RFI Mitigation

Green Bank is an official national radio quiet: approximately 13,000 square miles
where cell phone and tv towers are prohibited. The telescope is also surrounded
by mountains, so there is no direct path to most interfering signals. Even so, RFl is
a major problem at Green Bank, because the receiver is typically 400 feet above the
ground and also very sensitive.
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Figure 5.2: Coverage of the DEEP2 field3 in right ascension and declination. The
green circles are the locations of the optically identified DEEP2 galaxies, giving an
idea of the optical survey angular coverage. The red lines are the pointing centers
of the radio observations.
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Figure 5.3: Coverage of the DEEP2 field3 in right ascension and Redshift. The
green circles are the locations of the optically identified DEEP2 galaxies. The red
lines are the pointing centers of the radio observations.
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Figure 5.4: Coverage of the DEEP2 field 3 in declination and redshift. The green
circles are the locations of the optically identified DEEP2 galaxies. The red lines
are the pointing centers of the radio observations.
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In general the strong line-spectrum RFI is flagged. To accomplish this the
cross-polarization information was used. Since RFI is in general highly polarized,
any strong signals in the cross-polarizations should be RFI. In order to determine
the RFI cut, the cross-correlation coefficient of the signal from the X and Y polar-
ized feeds is calculated as:

VXY24+YX2
P=— (5.4)

VXXYY

where XX is the X polarization power, YY is the Y polarization power, XY
is the real part of the cross-power, and Y X is the imaginary part of the cross power.

To flag RF], first, anywhere in the time-frequency data stream that » > 0.05
is considered RFI and flagged. For each 60 second sweep of the field, the median
is calculated and the frequency structure is fit to a 20th order polynomial and then
subtracted from each spectrum. The RMS of the sweep is then calculated and any-
thing above 4c is cut as RFI as well. This results in approximately 5-10% of the
data being cut.

Further RFI excision is done after the data is averaged together from all the
different days. Each 2d frequency-right ascension slice is arranged as a matrix. A
singular value decomposition (SVD) is then performed on the matrix.

Any real mxn matrix can be written as:

M = UsV* (5.5)
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Where U is an mxm unitary matrix (UU* = 1), s is an mxn diagonal matrix of
non-negative real numbers, and V* is an nxn unitary matrix which is the conjugate
transpose of V. By convention the elements of s are listed in descending order, and
are the singular values of the matrix. The singular values are unique to the matrix,
but the matrices U and V do not necessarily have only one solution. U and V form

an orthonormal basis. The original matrix can be written as:

M= ZSZ'UZ' & Vz* (5.6)
i

where U; and Vj are the i column of the matrices, and s; is the 7" singular
value. In this way U can be thought of as containing the vertical structure of the
matrix, V contains the horizontal structure, and s is the weighting for each. The
structure we are looking for should not have any broad structure in the horizontal
or vertical component (right ascension and frequency). Any structure constant in
right ascension will be some sort of noise, and any structure constant in frequency
will be either a continuum source on the sky or broadband RFI on the ground. The

21cm wideband signal should be very small.

5.2.3 GBT Measured Beam

In order to do a flux calibration with frequency both the point source fluxes and
antenna gain (in Kelvin per Jansky) must be known. The flux calibrators used were
the sources 3c218 (Hydra A), 3c48, and 3c286 which are all active galaxies. To get
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a spectral index, all the data on NE[ﬂ between 150MHz and 8GHz was fit to a
power law. For 3¢286, it deviated from a power law below 350MHz, so it was fit

from 365MHz to 2.7GHz. See the plots below in Figures

10° 3c218 Flux Power Law Fit

102 L

Flux (Jy)

100 !
10? 103 10*
Freq (MHz)

Figure 5.5: Fit to measured catalog flux for 3c218

Green Bank documentation claims the gain of the telescope at low frequen-
cies is a flat ~1.99 K/Jy. In order to measure the gain, the beamwidth was mea-
sured. Given a measured gaussian fit round Half-Power beam width(HPBW) on
the sky, 0ppw, and an assumed gaussian illuminated dish, the effective area of a
telescope, A, is then given by:

A _4In(2) A2

e 2
T Orppw

(5.7)

1ht’cp: / /nedwww.ipac.caltech.edu/
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Figure 5.6: Fit to measured catalog flux for 3c48
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Figure 5.7: Fit to measured catalog flux for 3c286
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Figure 5.8: Fit to measured catalog flux for 3c286 over the wider range from 150
MHz to 8 GHz. Can see the tail off from a linear fit at about 300 MHz
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where A is the wavelength. The gain of a telescope in K/Jy is given by:

G—%

(5.8)

where kp is Boltzmann’s constant, so the gain can be directly calculated from a
measured beamwidth.

Using spider scans, where we scan across the source in 4 directions (see
tigure 5.9), on 3c286, we measured the GBT beam. The beam was then fit to a 2d
gaussian, see figure 5.9, and the resultant was used to calculate a gain, which is
plotted in figure There is quite a scatter in the measurement, but there is a
good bit of slope to the measured curve. 3¢286 is a polarized source, which could

cause an error in the measurement.

Figure 5.9: Measured GBT beam pattern example. Plotted is the actual scan data
in red, and the 2-D Gaussian fit surface below.
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GBT Measured vs. Specified Gain
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Figure 5.10: Measured GBT gain vs. expected gain. Units in Kelvin per Jansky.
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5.3 Results

5.3.1 Cross-Correlation with zZCOSMOS

In order to continue detection of neutral hydrogen at redshift of one, another red-
shift optical survey was targeted, the zZCOSMOS survey [41]. We used a drift scan-
ning technique and daisy scanning for these observations, see section for a
review of the scanning strategies. However, for the actual data analysis only the
drift scans were used. It has thus far been found that the daisy scans were not
stable enough to actually use. Plots of the field coverage and scans are shown in

tigure 5.19.

The data was calibrated using a combination of astronomical observation
and the noise diode switched in and out every 0.5 seconds. An astronomical flux
calibration source was observed multiple times throughout an observing session.
See figure |5.6/and others in section These observations were used to calcu-
lated the temperature of the noise diode with frequency. This frequency structure
was then fit to a 20th order polynomial. An example of the fit is shown in figure

511

The noise diode calibration temperature with frequency was found to be
very stable. We did however calculate the T.,;; value to use for every session from
a source on the the sky.
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Figure 5.11: Fit of the noise cal with frequency using 3c218 as the flux calibration

source. Each 50MHz overlapping frequency window was fit to a 20th order poly-
nomial. This fit was used then for the session to calibrate the system temperature.
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We found that the calculated Tsys using

CALon - CALOff

where CALo, and CALyss are frequency averaged raw data counts divided by
exposure time per bin. This calculated Tsys had major spikes high or low approx-
imately every 3 seconds, see figure 5.12. In order to use the data, for each drift
scan Tsys is calculated, and if it varies from the median by more than 5% then that

particular time bin is cut.

300

250 -
200 -
150+

100

1t

—100 -

71399.6 149.8 150.0 150.2 150.4 150.6 150.8
RA (deg)

Figure 5.12: The Tsys calculated for one particular scan of the zCOSMOS field,
averaged over the 755 MHz 50 MHz window. There was a major problem with
the data approximately every 3 seconds. The data was flagged here for a Tss that
varied more than 5% from the median for that particular scan. This problem has
been identified as a problem with the doppler tracking of the GBT system.
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Then RFI is flagged using the method described in section[5.2.2,

For the data set used, 15 drift scan maps were made, each with 9 strips 255
seconds long. This gives a total on sky integration time of ~9.6 hours. The data
from the 15 scans were averaged together, and the standard deviation and number
of points going into the average were also recorded. The full radio map is shown
in the appendix in figure A.1. This map had a total of about 5 hours of actual
integration time after flagging of RFI and bad data. Using a 500kHz frequency
bin (approximately 2 h~Mpc), an integration time per angular pixel of 40 seconds
(after some smoothing) and a Tsys of 30K, this should give a map RMS of 670 K.
After the SVD and binning to the same resolution, the map RMS is approximately
980uK, see figure 5.13a. The remaining signal is only a factor of 2 higher than the

expected thermal noise.

The full radio maps are shown in the appendix. Figure A.1 is the mean
value of the multiple days of data. The statistical variance is shown in figure A.2.
This variance is calculated as the standard error on the mean. Single examples are

shown in figure 5.14

I found that the SVD was dependent on the mask value used in the matrix,
and did not clean up the better regions of data as well when the strong RFI regions
were included. The SVD would leave a visible offset from zero of a smooth func-
tion in the clean regions. Therefore I restricted the frequency range from 720MHz
to 790MHz. This was done by performing an SVD on the data, and looking for
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Figure 5.13: Radio and Variance maps of zCOSMOS data. This is one declination
of the map that was stacked to calculate the cross-correlation. The second map is
the weighting for each pixel used. Higher frequencies are weighted more.
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Figure 5.14: Example Radio and Variance maps of zZCOSMOS data. These maps are
at full resolution, as data was taken. 15 observations are averaged together. The
temperature map shows the continuum structure, and how much data is cut due to
RFI and flagging due to system issues. The 1/Variance map shows how each pixel
was weighted for use in the data analysis. Higher frequencies were consistently
weighted higher.
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the largest clean contiguous region. Then the other regions of data were removed,
and the SVD performed only on the clean region. The selected region then did not

have any visible broad frequency structure.

The SVD was performed in two stages. First an SVD was performed on the
raw data matrix of frequency vs. RA, and the first 6 SVD modes were removed.
The average and standard deviation were calculated and any pixel over 2 sigma
was cut. This data was then binned dividing the resolution by 10 in the frequency
direction and 5 in the RA direction taking the inverse variance weighted mean of
all uncut data, and this resultant map had a second SVD performed, with the first

2 SVD modes removed.

The resultant map is then cross-correlated with the zCOSMOS data set.
There are approximately 1000 zCOSMOS galaxies within our observed field and
redshift range restricted from 720MHz to 790MHz. The cross-correlation is done
with a stacking method. For each galaxy in the zZCOSMOS catalog that is within
the observed radio region, the radio data pixel that is nearest to the point in right
ascension and declination is chosen, and the surrounding spectra are averaged to-
gether. The resultant spectrum is then centered on the galaxy redshift, and the
surrounding +/- 100 h~! Mpc is saved. The radio spectra for all the galaxies are
thus averaged together, using the variance of each pixel as a weighting. The pos-
itive and negative parts of the spectrum are averaged together, and the resultant
gives the cross-correlation.
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In order to calculate an estimate for the error as well as test if the signal is
real, a null test was performed. The optical zZCOSMOS data redshift information
was randomized, and the cross-correlation was again performed. The random-
ization was done both by shuffling, which keeps the histogram of the zCOSMOS
catalog the same but still randomizes the data, and with a flat ra,dec and red-
shift distribution with the same number of galaxies within the observed region.
The randomizations were repeated 256 times, and the average and standard devi-
ation of the resultant cross-correlations calculated. The the cross-correlated data
is then plotted vs. lag, using the standard deviation of the null test as the error
bars. The plot is shown in figure The excess shown is about 0.15 mK. The
two randomizations are show in figures and The random optical map
that preserved the redshift/angular distribution showed a bit more structure in
the resultant cross-correlation. Both would have shown expected structure if the
errorbars were the error on the mean (factor of 16 smaller) which are the more

appropriate errorbars to display for the null test.

Also plotted in figure is a theoretical & = (r/3.5) ~1%® correlation taken
from [16] which is convolved with a velocity dispersion term, a gaussian with
width 300km/s at z=0.8, and set to 1.5 x 10~%K at zero lag.
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Figure 5.15: Cross-correlation by stacking of the radio and optical maps shown

in figure 5.13a on the optical zZCOSMOS data catalog. Consistent with a 150uK
cross-correlation.
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Figure 5.16: Cross-correlation of the radio and optical maps shown in figure5.13a
with the zCOSMOS optical data. Shown in both the positive and negative fre-
quency directions on a linear scale. At greater than 50 h~! Mpc the noise looks

higher.
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Figure 5.17: Null test of the cross-correlation. The optical data redshifts were shuf-
fled randomly and the correlated with the radio. 256 realizations were computed,
and the average and standard deviation are plotted. This standard deviation is
what was used as the error on the cross-correlation shown in figure The error
on the mean is 16 times smaller.
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Figure 5.18: Null test of the cross-correlation. A randomly generated optical cata-
log evenly distributed in redshift, right ascension, and declination was correlated
with the radio. 256 realizations were computed, and the average and standard
deviation were plotted.
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Figure 5.19: Coverage of the zZCOSMOS filed. Red is the radio data. Green circles
are the locations of galaxies identified in the zCOSMOS survey.
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5.3.2 Cross-Correlation with DEEP2

We used the Green Bank Telescope to make the first detection of 21 cm Hydrogen
at a redshift of ~ 0.8. This data was taken before the zCOSMOS data. The first
optical survey region we observed were the DEEP2 [16] fields 3 and 4. Field 3is a
roughly 2° by 0.5° field at about 23.4 hours right ascension and 0° declination. See
tigure 5.2 for a plot of the optical and radio coverage. Field 4 is at about 2.5 hours
right ascension, 0.6° declination, and is roughly 1.5° by 0.5° in size. See figure 5.20

for a plot of the optical field and the radio coverage.
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Figure 5.20: Coverage of the DEEP?2 field 4 in right ascension and declination. The
green circles are the locations of the optically identified DEEP2 galaxies, giving an
idea of the optical survey angular coverage. The red lines are the pointing centers
of the radio observations.

First, anything with greater than 5% polarization was flagged and cut. The
data was then calibrated into units of temperature and averaged together. This re-
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sults in a map like the top of figure Then an SVD continuum and RFI removal
was performed. The resultant radio map is then weighted with the inverse vari-
ance of each pixel to down-weight the regions with RFI still remaining. This results
in the map shown in the middle panel of figure This figure uses (), = 0.24
and Qp = 0.76. The 3d radio map is then correlated with the 3d optical map,
which results in the correlation function shown in figure This technique was

primarily done by Tzu-Ching Chang and published in Nature[14].

e}

o,

=)

o

9]

g

©

8

2

=)

©

e

©

o

u 1800 2000 2200 2400 2600

Redshift Distance [Mpc]

o'

o

Z

(8]

[9)

g

]

3

il

A

E]

pe

= :
o,

v 1800 2000 2200 2400 2600

Redshift Distance [Mpc]

o

o

=)

[

8]

g

]

3

B

a

£l

=

©

o,

n

1800 2000 2200 2400 2600
Redshift Distance [Mpc]

Figure 5.21: Deep? field 4 maps. Top is a 2-D plot of the radio map before SVD
continuum source removal. Middle plot is the radio map after SVD removal, used
to cross-correlate. Bottom is the optical map binned to 2 h™! pixels.

I conducted another method of cross-correlation. Instead of smearing out
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Figure 5.22: Cross-Correlation of the radio and optical maps shown in figure
The diamonds across the bottom are the average of the Null test. The line is a
model of the expected signal, with the zero lag signal fit to the data.
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the optical field to the radio resolution, I carried out a stacking sum. The optical
field was not treated as a density field, but instead a catalog of points. For each
point the nearest radio data point was found in angle and redshift. In the angular
direction the data within the GBT beam around that point was averaged together,
and the spectra +/-100 h~*Mpc from that point was recorded. Then each of these
spectra centered on galaxy points were averaged together. This technique of stack-

ing is less sensitive to the exact nature of the optical field and weighting functions.

The radio maps were made in a similar way to the previous analysis. Dis-
cussion of the exact radio map data reduction process is in section[5.3.1] An exam-
ple of the raw data radio map and the variance weighting map is shown in figure
5.23. Almost 50% of the data is cut due to RFI removal or systematic problems with

the data taking.

All of the raw maps in Right Ascension and Frequency for each of the six
declinations are shown in the appendix|Alin figure A.3 for field 4 and in figure A.5
for field 3. The inverse variance maps, used to weight each pixel, are shown in
tigures A.4 and A.6 respectively. My temperature maps binned in the same was as
for the nature paper are shown in figures 5.24a and 5.24b. [ used ), = 0.275 and

QOp = 0.725 from [38] as my reference cosmology.

My RFI cleaned and SVD removed radio map for field 3 and 4 are shown in
tigures 5.25 and 5.26. The data was cut to the largest contiguous frequency range
with minimal RFI. The piece of used spectrum was 725MHz-790MHz for field 4,
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and 740MHz-790MHz for field 3.

My stacking does not cleanly show the cross-correlation, and is dominated
by residual RFI and noise not removed by the cleaning. I was also using a smaller
range of frequencies. Field 3 and field 4 are plotted independently. The field 4
cross-correlation is shown in figure and the null test is shown in figure [5.28
The fact that the null-test still has structure means that there is still a residual fre-
quency structure in the data which hasn’t been eliminated by the RFI and fore-
ground removal techniques. The cross-correlation for field 3 is plotted in figure
and the corresponding null test in figure Field 3 showed slightly better
results, however there is significant structure at high lags such that no real conclu-
sions can be drawn thus far from this data set. Plots on a linear scale showing the
positive and negative sides are shown in figures and for field 4 and field
3 respectively. The null test shown on the +/- scale are shown in figures and
The residual structure is still larger than the expected signal.

The lack of a detection reported here is not meant to deminish what was
previously reported in Nature. The data reduction was completely independent,

and here has proven to be insufficient to reduce the noise level to the signal.
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Figure 5.23: Example of full resolution Temperature and 1/Variance maps of the
DEEP?2 field3 radio data. Large portions of the data (shown in black) are cut due
to RFI and systematic problems. The variance map shows the higher frequencies
were given higher weight, and the systematic problems with the spectrometer still

visible.
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Figure 5.24: Radio map of DEEP?2 field 4, Top and bottom half of the field. Compa-
rable to the maps in figure
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Figure 5.25: Radio and Variance maps of DEEP2 field3 data. This is one declination
of the map that was stacked to calculate the cross-correlation. The second map is
the weighting for each pixel used. Higher frequencies are weighted more.
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Figure 5.26: Radio and Variance maps of the DEEP2 field4 data. This is one decli-
nation of the map that was stacked to calculate the cross-correlation. The second
map is the weighting for each pixel used. Higher frequencies are weighted more.
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Figure 5.27: Cross-correlation by stacking of the radio data shown in figure 5.26
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Figure 5.28: Null test cross-correlation of the radio data shown in figure 5.26 with
256 redshift shuffled optical catalogs. The mean here shows residual structure
significantly deviating from zero. The standard deviation of this is used in figure
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Figure 5.29: Cross-correlation by stacking of the radio data shown in figure 5.25
with the DEEP?2 field 3 optical catalog. Shows residual structure at scales larger
than 20 h~! Mpc.
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Figure 5.30: Null test by stacking of the radio map shown in figure 5.25a with 256
redshift shuffled optical maps. The mean and standard deviation are plotted. The
standard deviation is used as the error estimator in figure Deviates from zero
at lag larger than 50 h~! Mpc.
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Figure 5.31: Cross-correlation by stacking of the radio shown in figure 5.26 with the
DEEP? field 4 optical catalog. Shown in both the positive and negative frequency
directions. Shows residual structure much larger than the expected signal.
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Figure 5.32: Cross-correlation by stacking of the radio shown in figure 5.25 with the
DEEP? field 3 optical catalog. Shown in both the positive and negative frequency
directions. Again the structure is larger than the expected signal.
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Figure 5.33: Cross-correlation of the radio shown in figure 5.26 with 256 random
optical catalogs. Shown in both the positive and negative frequency directions.
Systematically higher at negative lag.
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Figure 5.34: Cross-correlation of the radio shown in figure 5.25 256 random optical
catalogs. Shown in both the positive and negative frequency directions. Systemat-
ically low at both positive and negative lag.
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Next Steps with Existing Telescopes

6.1 Green Bank

At Green Bank we continue to observe with the single pixel system. We will con-
tinue to collect more data to attempt a preliminary BAO detection. As worked
out in Masui et al. [47], 2000 hours of integration time may be enough to detect a
BAO signal. We will continue to collect data and find the real world problems to

integrate time and remove foregrounds well enough to detect the BAO signal.

6.2 Arecibo

To continue to pursue 21-cm intensity mapping, a program at Arecibo is being
established. More sophisticated arguments are presented in Masui et al. [47]. With
approximately 2000-10000 hours of sky time depending on actual RFI and system
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temperature, a marginal detection of BAO is possible.

Arecibo is a spherical reflector. It has a gregorian dome feed system which
corrects the spherical aberration and allows for standard point feeds to be used
instead of a line feed. We will also use a point feed, but placed at the parafocus
and not at the gregorian focus. This feed can then be observing the sky concurrent
with other observations using the gregorian feed system, but sacrifices total gain.

This will enable the project to collect thousands of hours of data within a year.

6.2.1 Feed Design Starting Parameters

The feed was designed for the band from 700Mhz to 800MHz. It is designed to be
dual polarization, and as symmetric as possible in the E and H planes. The design

of the system is to match 50 ohms. The desired 3db beam-width is£20°

6.2.2 Feed Design

The feed was simulated in cocoaNEC using the NEC2c engine. The design refer-
ence frequency was 750MHz, and distances were referenced to that wavelength.
The dipoles are 0.464A long and 0.2475A above the groundplane. The dipoles
have a 5mm radius and each pair are separated by 0.5A. The dipoles are fed with
100Q) transmission line made from #6 wire with a center to center separation of
4.7385mm. The groundplane is a circle with a radius of 0.75A.

The results are plotted in the following figures. Figure 6.1 shows the physi-

196



cal design of the simulated feed. Figure |6.2{shows the corresponding far field pat-

tern elevation plots, and figure [6.3| shows the azimuth plots. Figure 6.4 shows the

overall pattern. The actual 3db beam-width is £27° which is wider than optimal.

However the design is not very sensitive to beam-width.

Figure 6.5/ shows the impedance of the design at 750MHz. Figure 6.6 shows

the VSWR over the frequency range from 700MHz to 800MHz. The antenna has a
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VSWR of less than 1.5 from 700MHz to 790Mhz.

Figure 6.1: Feed physical design

6.2.3 Beam Pattern Simulation

The beam on the sky was simulated using a ray tracing technique. Using the am-

plitude and direction of the feed, Each ray is traced to the aperture plane with a
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Figure 6.2: Feed elevation plots
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Figure 6.3: Feed azimuth plots
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Max gain = 3.38 dBi

Figure 6.4: Feed 3-D pattern
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Zo =50.0 ohms
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e 50.8 -i0.4 ohms (VSWR 1.02:1)

Figure 6.5: Feed 750 MHz impedance
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Figure 6.6: Feed VSWR

202



new phase based on geometric delay. The overall beam was simulated using a
spherical reflector with radius 265m, with an aperture diameter of 304m. First a
simulation is done using a perfect cos?(2.5780) power pattern with the feed placed
at-2.213m from the ideal parafocus of r/2. These parameters are the ideal solution
calculated by Condon to optimize point feeds for Arecibo. The simulation results
are plotted in figures and The 3db beam-width of this cos? feed would
be £17.5°, and corresponds to a FWHM of 10 arcminutes on the sky. Figures
and show the FWHM plotted vs. z, where z is the distance of the feed place-
ment from the parafocus. This sweeps shows that the minimum occurs with the

feed placed at -2.3m, coinciding well with that predicted by Condon.

The overall beam was then simulated with the actual feed designed in the

previous section. The results are plotted in figures|6.12}(6.13}6.14}[6.15| Simulations

were done with both a perfect spherical reflector and a more realistic 2.2mm RMS
surface with a 10m circular feed blockage which attempts to more closely simulate
the actual dish. Figure and figure show the FWHM again plotted vs. z,
where z is the distance of the feed placement from the parafocus. The narrow-
est FWHM occurs need a z of -3m. However, the minimum of the first sidelobe
happens somewhere between a z of -1.5m and -2m.
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Beam Pattern of 265m spherical with
feed parafocus -2.213 750Mhz cos(2.578 t) feed
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Figure 6.7: Feed with cos?(2.5876) pattern placed at -2.213m from parafocus. Ideal
spherical reflector.
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Beam Pattern of 265m spherical with

o feed parafocus -2.213 750Mhz cos(2.578 t) feed
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Figure 6.8: Feed with cos®(2.5876) pattern placed at -2.213m from parafocus.
Spherical reflector with 2.2mm RMS.
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Beam Pattern of 265m spherical with

0 feed parafocus -2.213 750Mhz cos(2.578 t) feed
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Figure 6.9: cos?(2.5870) feed placed at -2.213m from parafocus. Ideal spherical
reflector, showing more of the side-lobes.
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FWHM vs. z
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Figure 6.10: An assumed cos?(2.5870) feed. The resultant FWHM is plotted agains
z, where z is the distance from the parafocus. Ideal spherical reflector.
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FWHM vs. z
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Figure 6.11: An assumed cos?(2.5876) feed. The resultant FWHM is plotted agains
z, where z is the distance from the parafocus. Spherical reflector with 2.2mm RMS.
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Beam Pattern of 265m spherical
with feed parafocus -1.5 750Mhz 27deg feed
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Figure 6.12: Beam pattern with current feed design. Perfect spherical reflector.
Feed placed -1.5m from the parafocus.
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Beam(fattern of 265m spherical with feed parafocus - 2 750Mhz 27deg feed
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Figure 6.13: Beam pattern with current feed design. Perfect spherical reflector.
Feed placed -2m from the parafocus.

210



Beam Poattern of 265m spherical with feed parafocus - 1.5 750Mhz 27deg feec
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Figure 6.14: Beam pattern with current feed design. Feed placed -1.5m from the
parafocus. Spherical reflector with 2.2mm RMS. 10m centered circular feed block-
age assumed.
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BeamOPattern of 265m spherical with feed parafocus - 2 750Mhz 27deg feed
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Figure 6.15: Beam pattern with current feed design. Feed placed -2m from the
parafocus. Spherical reflector with 2.2mm RMS. 10m centered circular feed block-
age assumed.
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FWHM vs. z
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Figure 6.16: Beam pattern with current feed design. The FWHM is plotted against
z, where z is the distance from the parafocus. Perfect spherical reflector.
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FWHM vs. z
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Figure 6.17: Beam pattern with current feed. The FWHM is plotted agains z, where
z is the distance from the parafocus. Spherical reflector with 2.2mm RMS. Central
circle of 10m blocked out.
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6.2.4 Measured Prototype Feed

The prototype feed is shown in figure and The main changes from the
simulation was the use of 100Q) coaxial cable instead of twin-lead transmission
line, and an octagon ground-plane instead of circular. Measurements of the proto-
type were conducted in an anechoic chamber. The measurements of the H-plane
pattern are shown in figure the E-plane measurement is shown in figure [6.21}
and the match is shown in figure [6.22] The measurements agree well with the

simulated pattern.

Figure 6.18: Image of prototype feed. Opposite dipoles are summed.
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Figure 6.19: Image of prototype feed, end on. 1002 custom hard-line coaxial cable
visible. Cable feeds an SMA connector.

180°

270°

Figure 6.20: H-Plane measurement of prototype feed.
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Figure 6.21: E-Plane measurement of prototype feed.
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Figure 6.22: Antenna reflection coefficient measurement(511). Good match to 50C)
from 700 MHz to 830 MHz. The center of the prototype match was closer to 775
MHz than the designed for 750 MHz.
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6.3 21cm BAO Redshift Survey Prospects

The neutral hydrogen at redshift one associated with optical galaxies has been
measured to be emitting at the 0.15 mK level. Assuming a system temperature
of 30K, a scale of 10 h~!Mpc at redshift one (2MHz), and using the single dish
radiometer equation, as the integration time to get a noise level of 0.1 mKis
4.5 x 10%*seconds, or 12.5 hours on each 0.25° pixel. To get a large enough volume
to well constrain BAO, 10,000 sq. deg. (7t sr) is necessary to get a large survey
volume, or 1.6 x 10° angular pixels. This is 2 million pixel observing hours. This
would be over 200 years on a single pixel instrument. However, with a 228 receiver
instrument ( 456 with dual polarization ) it would be possible to get the necessary
observing time with one year of on sky time. It will take a 500 receiver class instru-
ment to be able to well constrain the BAO, assuming excellent system parameters,
calibration, and perfect foreground removal. See Seo et al. [63] for recently calcu-

lated parameters.

The largest scale of interest (120 h~'Mpc) is about 3° at redshift one. This

corresponds to an 8m telescope.

In this case the cosmological goal sets the parameters. What is needed is a
filled aperture with angular information on scales from 0.25° to 3° at redshift one.
A moving dish will require a 100m aperture and a scan strategy which includes
information on such angular scales. A stationary interferometer would need to be
comprised of elements that are spaced by 8m and fill 10,000 sq. meters.
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A packed array of 8 meter dishes each with a focal plane array of at least
2 dual-polarization elements should be able to do the experiment well, and may
well be an excellent choice for the experiment.

A 100m long cylinder sampled A /2 requires 500 feeds per polarization. As-
suming a feed design with summing of feeds in sets of 16, with eight 12m diameter
cylinders, this would also exactly cover the necessary scales well.

Reaching a low enough noise level and covering the necessary scales gives
needed constraints, but not sufficient constraints on whether a BAO detection is
possible. There are foreground signals which are > 10* times the expected signal.
This is a known problem with many presented solutions[20][70][45][46][43][44]. A

survey instrument will need to be constructed with foreground removal in mind.
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Conclusions

Twenty-one centimeter cosmology is a wide open, rapidly developing field. The
idea of using neutral hydrogen to map out the Universe, measure the baryon
acoustic oscillation scale, and constrain dark energy have been well thought out.
However there has been little previous experimental work done at redshifts of 0.5-

3.

We have made statistical detection of the 21cm neutral hydrogen emission
with the Green Bank telescope at redshifts from 0.6-1 in cross-correlation. We
found that the neutral hydrogen does correlate with the optically detected galax-
ies of the DEEP2 and zCOSMOS surveys. The SVD data reduction technique was
shown to reduce foregrounds to the level where the statistical detection is possi-
ble. The noise level is approaching that necessary to detect the hydrogen without
cross-correlation, and further observations must be made to get to the detection
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level.

We have constructed a cylindrical prototype survey telescope. Some per-
formance parameters, particularly the system temperature, measured on the sky
higher than on the bench. The cylinder is, I believe, the first cylinder telescope to
image the entire visible sky in one day with continuous data. I have made images
of our own Milky Way galaxy in 21cm emission. The telescope has been calibrated
to the best level possible in Pittsburgh, and has shown a beam pattern well suited
to such experiments. The primary calibration comes from the correlation between
cylinders and the sampling of every single feed. The instrument is stable enough
that the calibration using just one point source is enough to image the sky over 24
hours. Over multiple days the instrument is quite stable in its calibration.

The combination of these results further buttress the case for a large scale

21cm dark energy survey.
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Appendix A

Radio and Variance Maps

A1l zCOSMOS

A.2 DEEP2
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Figure A.1: Radio map of zCOSMOS. Unreduced resolution, as data was taken.
Averaged all observations together.
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Figure A.2: Variance map of zZCOSMOS data. Unreduced resolution, as data was
taken. Averaged all observations together.
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Figure A.3: Radio map of DEEP?2 field4. Unreduced resolution, as data was taken.
Averaged all observations together.
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Figure A.4: Variance map of DEEP2 field4 radio data. Unreduced resolution, as
data was taken. Averaged all observations together.
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Figure A.5: Radio map of DEEP?2 field3. Unreduced resolution, as data was taken.
Averaged all observations together.

242



1/Variance

scension

< 352.4

7.0 7.5 8.0 8.5 9.0

Frequency le8

0 400 500 600 700 800 900
Pixel Weight

1000

(a) dec1

1/Variance

scension

< 352.4

7.0 7.5 8.0 8.5 9.0
Frequency le8

L T

100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000
Pixel Weight

(b) dec 2

Figure A.6

243



1/Variance

7.0 7.5 8.0 8.5
Frequency

9.0
le8

_ ' I

500 600 700
Pixel Weight

(c) dec3

1/Variance

7.0 7.5 8.0 8.5
Frequency

800 900 1000

9.0

le8

T T

100 200 300 400 500 600 700
Pixel Weight

(d) dec 4

Figure A.6

244

800 900 1000



1/Variance

7.0 75 8.0 s
Frequency le8

100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000
Pixel Weight

(e) dec 5

lNa riance

7.0 7.5 8.0 8.5 9.0
Frequency le8

T T

100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000
Pixel Weight

(f) dec 6

Figure A.6: Variance map of DEEP2 field3 radio data. Unreduced resolution, as
data was taken. Averaged all observations together.
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